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Seidule, Ty Robert E. Lee and Me 2022 In a unique blend of history and reflection, Seidule 

deconstructs the truth about the Confederacy―that its 

undisputed primary goal was the subjugation and 

enslavement of Black Americans―and directly challenges 

the idea of honoring those who labored to preserve that 

system and committed treason in their failed attempt to 

achieve it. Through the arc of Seidule’s own life, as well 

as the culture that formed him, he seeks a path to 

understanding why the facts of the Civil War have 

remained buried beneath layers of myth and even 

outright lies―and how they embody a cultural gulf that 

separates millions of Americans to this day.

2023



Eagles, Professor 

Charles 

Outside Agitator: Jon Daniels and the Civil 

Rights Movement in Alabama

2000 Outside Agitator tells the dramatic, largely forgotten 

story behind the 1965 killing of civil rights worker 

Jonathan Myrick "Jon" Daniels in Lowndes County, 

Alabama, detailing the lives of the killer and the victim. A 

white Episcopal seminary student from New Hampshire, 

Jon Daniels helped organize blacks in Selma during the 

events that led to the Selma-to-Montgomery march. In 

August 1965 he was fatally shot in neighboring Lowndes 

County by Tom Coleman, a highway department 

engineer and steadfast segregationist, who was later 

acquitted by an all-white jury.                                                                                 

This book is particularly close to the hearts of the 

Antiracism committee.  Since 2012 we have conducted a 

JONATHAN DANIELS YOUTH CIVIL RIGHTS PILGRIMAGE 

for H.S. Students.  We travel to Atlanta, Birmingham, 

Montgomery to visit sites important to the Civil Rights 

Movement examining the pivotal role that young people 

played in its success.  The trip culminates in Haynesville, 

Alabama gathering with others to march and remember 

Jonathon Daniels and the many others who died working 

for equality and freedom during that tumultuous time in 

our country’s history. Our purpose is to inspire our young 

people of today.

2023



McBride, James The Color of Water: A Black Man's Tribute 

to His White Mother

2006 Who is Ruth McBride Jordan? A self-declared "light-

skinned" woman evasive about her ethnicity, yet 

steadfast in her love for her twelve black children. James 

McBride, journalist, musician, and son, explores his 

mother's past, as well as his own upbringing and 

heritage, in a poignant and powerful book. Interspersed 

throughout his mother's compelling narrative, McBride 

shares candid recollections of his own experiences as a 

mixed-race child of poverty, his flirtations with drugs and 

violence, and his eventual self- realization and 

professional success

2023

Lowery, Wesley American Whitelash: A Changing Nation and 

the Cost of Progress

2023 In 2008, Barack Obama’s historic victory was heralded as 

a turning point for the country. And so it would be—just 

not in the way that most Americans hoped. The election 

of the nation’s first Black president fanned long-burning 

embers of white supremacy, igniting a new and 

frightening phase in a historical American cycle of racial 

progress and white backlash.  Wesley Lowery charts the 

return of this blood-stained trend, showing how the 

forces of white power retaliated against Obama’s 

victory—and both profited from, and helped to propel, 

the rise of Donald Trump.  Interweaving deep historical 

analysis with gripping firsthand reporting on both victims 

and perpetrators of violence, Lowery uncovers how this 

vicious cycle is carrying us into ever more perilous 

territory, how the federal government has failed to 

intervene, and how we still might find a route of escape.

2023



Pilgrim, Aminah and 

Living Cities

Systemic Racism 101: A Visual History of the 

Impact of Racism in America 

2022 Discover how—and why—Black, Indigenous, and people 

of color in America experience societal, economic, and 

infrastructural inequality throughout history covering 

everything from Columbus’s arrival in 1492 to the War on 

Drugs to the Black Lives Matter movement.                             

In Systemic Racism 101, you will find infographic spreads 

alongside explanatory text to help you visualize and truly 

understand societal, economic, and structural 

racism—along with what we can do to change it.

2023

Villarosa, Linda Under the Skin: The Hidden Toll of Racism 

on Health in America 

2023  Linda Villarosa lays bare the forces in the American 

health-care system and in American society that cause 

Black people to “live sicker and die quicker” compared to 

their white counterparts. Today's medical texts and 

instruments still carry fallacious slavery-era assumptions 

that Black bodies are fundamentally different from white 

bodies. Study after study of medical settings show worse 

treatment and outcomes for Black patients. Black people 

live in dirtier, more polluted communities due to 

environmental racism and neglect from all levels of 

government. And, most powerfully, Villarosa describes 

the new understanding that coping with the daily scourge 

of racism ages Black people prematurely. Anchored by 

unforgettable human stories and offering 

incontrovertible proof, Under the Skin is dramatic, tragic, 

and necessary reading.

2023



Smith, Clint How the Word Is Passed: A Reckoning with 

the History of Slavery Across America

2022 Beginning in his hometown of New Orleans, Clint Smith 

leads the reader on an unforgettable tour of monuments 

and landmarks—those that are honest about the past 

and those that are not—that offer an intergenerational 

story of how slavery has been central in shaping our 

nation's collective history, and ourselves.  It is the story 

of the Monticello Plantation in Virginia, the estate where 

Thomas Jefferson wrote letters espousing the urgent 

need for liberty while enslaving more than four hundred 

people. It is the story of the Whitney Plantation, one of 

the only former plantations devoted to preserving the 

experience of the enslaved people whose lives and work 

sustained it. It is the story of Angola, a former plantation-

turned-maximum-security prison in Louisiana that is filled 

with Black men who work across the 18,000-acre land for 

virtually no pay. And it is the story of Blandford 

Cemetery, the final resting place of tens of thousands of 

Confederate soldiers.

2023


