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Can you name this woman?
This stained glass window has the priest
and the members of St. Thomas Church,
New Windsor, scratching their heads in
frustration. No one can figure out who she
is. If you look closely you will see that her
leg is in chains, she holds a flowering rod
and she is looking toward the heavens.
If you can identify this woman, send an
e-mail to eny@dioceseny.org.
Her name will be published in the
January/February 2008 issue.
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The Bishop’s Message

Mensaje del Obispo

Reflections of the House of Bishops
September Meeting

Reflexiones sobre la reunión de
septiembre de la Cámara de Obispos.

S

E

canning the headlines, reading the stories and listenl mirar los titulares, leer las historias y escuchar la
ing to the spin can make you dizzy; especially if you
confusión puede hacerle sentir mareado, especialwere an eyewitness to the event. Take the reporting
mente si usted fue un testigo del evento. Tome por
on the actions of the House of Bishops at our September ejemplo, el reportaje de las acciones de la Cámara de Obismeeting in New Orleans for example. The “take” even pos en nuestra reunión de septiembre en Nueva Orleans. La
by reputable media outlets was remarkable in its variety: “interpretación” incluso por parte de reconocidos medios
a Sept. 26 Boston Globe headline read,
de comunicación fue notable por su var“Episcopal Leaders Act to Avert Schism”
iedad: un titular del Boston Globe del
while The New York Times ran the head26 de septiembre decía, “Líderes Episline, “Episcopal Bishops Reject Anglican
copales actúan para evitar la división”
Church’s Orders .”
mientras que el New York Times corrió
The intrepid reader who explores
el titular, “Obispos Episcopales rechazan
edgier, agenda-driven perspectives will
las ordenes de la Iglesia Anglicana”.
discover a vast range of viewpoints ofEl lector intrépido que investiga
ten expressed in sharp, sometimes cruel
sagazmente perspectivas manipuladas
denunciations. It would be my hope that
descubrirá un vasto rango de puntos de
none of us would allow ourselves to be
vista, a menudo expresados de manera
swept up by such narrow-minded takes,
aguda, algunas veces denuncias
but instead would examine for ourselves
crueles. Es mi esperanza que ninguno
what was actually said and done.
de nosotros nos permitamos ser
In my view, and I believe that this is
arrastrados por tales interpretaciones
the overwhelming view of those bishops
sino más bien que examinemos por
who debated and voted on the response
nuestra propia, cuenta lo que se dijo e
to our Anglican Communion partners,
hizo.
there was an attempt to do just one simple
En mi opinión, y creo que esta
thing: to clarify what the statement of the
es la abrumadora visión de aquellos
The Rt. Rev. Mark S. Sisk
2006 General Convention said. It was our
obispos que debatieron y votaron por
goal to be clear, but to go not one step beyond, nor retreat la respuesta para nuestros asociados de la Comunión
one step from, the decisions made by The Episcopal Church Anglicana, fue un intento de hacer algo sencillo: clarificar
in convention. This goal was not reached in a vacuum. It lo que el comunicado de la Convención General del 2006
was our conviction that General Convention had in fact dijo. Nuestra meta era ser claros pero no para dar un
adequately responded to the requests made of us. Our paso adelante ni para retirar ninguna de las decisiones
assessment was shared by the communion sub-group ap- tomadas por la Iglesia Episcopal en la convención. Esta
pointed by the Archbishop of Canterbury to review our meta no se logró de la nada. Nuestra convicción era
response.
que la Convención General había de hecho respondido
I know that this limited objective was itself a disap- adecuadamente las peticiones que se nos hicieron.
pointment for those who want The Episcopal Church to Nuestro dictamen fue compartido por el subgrupo de
adopt a clear, simple statement on these pressing issues. la comunión designado por el Arzobispo de Cantórbery
The urgency which drives such yearning is that even to para revisar nuestra respuesta.
state the matter in terms of “issues” is to risk missing the
Yo sé que este objetivo limitado fue en si mismo una
crucial point that what is at stake here are not abstrac- desilusión para aquellos quienes querían que la Iglesia
tions, but people, our own beloved brothers and sisters, Episcopal adoptase una clara y sencilla declaración sobre
ourselves, of whom we speak. But the painful fact is that estos apremiantes asuntos. La urgencia que conlleva tales
we, as a Church, have not reached a common mind: Not deseos es que aunque se plantee el tema en términos de
that is, if we want to draw the circle of faith wide enough “asuntos” se arriesga a perder el punto crucial de lo que
to embrace more than those with whom we already agree. aquí está en juego, que no son abstracciones sino personas,
The Church, if it is truly to be the Church, is far too large, nuestros propios y amados hermanos y hermanas,
far too complex, far too diverse and messy to come quickly nosotros mismos, de quienes estamos hablando. Pero
or easily to such a conclusion.
lo doloroso del caso es que nosotros, como Iglesia, no
I want to make two further observations. The first is hemos alcanzado un pensamiento común: no, es decir, si
to point out that it is easy, when enveloped in the energy of queremos hacer el círculo de fe lo suficientemente amplio
conflict, to miss important dimensions of what is actually como para acoger más que aquellos con quienes ya
happening. Such was the case with The New York Times. estamos de acuerdo. La Iglesia, si en verdad es la Iglesia,
Not only did the coverage miss the mark, but it altogether es demasiado grande, demasiado compleja, demasiado
missed what is arguably a much more important story.
diversa y confusa como para llegar rápida o fácilmente a
That story is this: we live in a society, in an age, where tal conclusión.
the ability of people of sharply differing points of view to
Quiero hacer dos observaciones más. La primera es
live and work together is becoming all the more crucial and para resaltar que es fácil, cuando se está envuelto en la
far, far too rare. The same day the Times ran the story on energía del conflicto, perder dimensiones importantes
the House of Bishop’s meeting, it ran a column headlined, de lo que está realmente pasando. Tal fue el caso del
“In Conference: Process undone by Partisanship,” detailing New York Times. El cubrimiento no solamente perdió
the demise of the Congressional Conference Committee, el objetivo sino que perdió completamente lo que
the forum that House and Senate members historically posiblemente es una historia mucho más importante.
used to hammer out their differences before setting up a
Esto es: vivimos en una sociedad, en una época en
bill to become law. Whether it is Republicans and Demo- donde la capacidad de las personas con discrepantes,
crats who fail at their conferencing, or Hamas and Fatah, agudos puntos de vista para vivir y trabajar juntos, se está
or Palestinians and Israelis, Sunni and Shiite, the crucial convirtiendo por lo demás, en algo crucial y demasiado
challenge of finding a way to work together for the com- raro. El mismo día que el Times publicó la historia de
mon good remains the same. What is remarkable about la reunión de la Cámara de Obispos, publicó el titular
The Episcopal Church, and this meeting of the House of de una columna, “En Conferencia: proceso disuelto
Bishops in particular, is that we seem to be finding a way por partidarios”/In Conference: Process undone by
Continued on page 25
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Q&A with Executive Director Mary Beth Sasso
By Lynette Wilson

A

fter 20 years working in marketing and business
development for management consulting firms,
Mary Beth Sasso decided it was time to leave the corporate world for the non-profit sector. Throughout her
professional career she spent evenings and weekends
volunteering in homeless shelters, soup kitchens, for
literacy and HIV/AIDS awareness programs; programs
and organizations similar to those supported by Episcopal
Charities.
So when Sasso decided she wanted to make the work
she did in her spare time more central to her life, Episcopal
Charities was the perfect fit.
Sasso became the executive director of Episcopal
Charities in July and has spent the first five months on
the job making getting to know the people involved in
Episcopal Charities, including board members, church
leaders, program coordinators and volunteers, assessing
program needs and goals.
Episcopal Charities distributed more than $600,000
in grants in 2007 to 92 community outreach programs
connected to Episcopal congregations in the diocese.
Programs assist all people in need regardless of religious
affiliation or connection.
Sasso talked with the ENY about the state and the
future of Episcopal Charities.
ENY: What are some of your immediate goals as
executive director?
SASSO: Ideally, we would like to grow the organization to fund the programs we currently fund at a higher
level, find new programs to support and work on developing new programs to meet unmet needs in our local
communities. Another major goal is to expand the awareness of the mission and programs of Episcopal Charities
throughout the diocese.
ENY: How will you go about finding new programs?
SASSO: The plan is to work with parishes to identify
their needs. In order to receive funding from Episcopal

Charities, a program requires the support of a parish in
the diocese. Parishes often serve the surrounding communities; many of the programs we support are interfaith
programs.
ENY: What are some of the challenges you face?
SASSO: We operate in a very competitive fund-raising environment. There is so much need and many great
programs, including other Episcopal organizations, which
are competing for the same donor audiences. This creates
some confusion.
ENY: What’s the difference between Episcopal Charities and Episcopal Social Services?
SASSO: Episcopal Charities is the official outreach
arm of the diocese, so we provide funding and support
only to programs that deliver social services in partner-

Episcopal Charities gave more than $600,000 in grants to 92 community
outreach programs located throughout the diocese in 2007. The programs
fell into two main categories and a wide range of subcategories:
BASIC HUMAN NEEDS/BEYOND EMERGENCY SERVICES
Addiction/recovery
Aging/elder care
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE AND ADULT LITERACY
Feeding
HIV/AIDS
Housing
Immigration
Prison
YOUTH
After school
Arts and entertainment
Job readiness
Social justice
Summer camps
Teen mentoring and parenting
For more information visit www.episcopalcharities-newyork.org

ship with parishes throughout the diocese. Our network
of 92 programs is much broader in scope and geographic
area than Episcopal Social Services. We do not operate any
programs ourselves and the majority of our funding comes
from private donors, parishes, foundations, and corporate
donations. ESS is a very well respected and larger organization providing assistance in New York City exclusively.
They provide services directly and receive the majority of
their funding from federal, state and local government
grants and contracts.
ENY: How do you determine what programs to fund?
What criteria do you use to evaluate programs?
SASSO: Our goal is to allocate our funding in the
most effective way possible toward alleviating human
suffering and maximizing opportunities for youth. We
look for programs that have demonstrated high impact in
their communities. With our Beyond Emergency Services
grants, we seek programs capable of moving beyond providing basic services (feeding, housing, etc.) to those with
the capabilities and creativity to address the root causes
of hunger and poverty and to assist their communities in
achieving self-sufficiency.
ENY: Why is it important for people in the diocese to
support Episcopal Charities?
SASSO: Personal funding decisions are difficult. The
programs we fund are intimately tied to parishes within the
diocese and their local communities. These are effective,
grassroots programs run by people from the community.
They assess the needs of their own communities and develop programs to meet those needs. The majority of the
programs are very small and I like to say that the people
running them are often miracle workers; they are committed, innovative and truly inspirational.
Wilson is editor of The Episcopal New Yorker.

Want to support
Episcopal Charities?
Episcopal Charities embraces a wide
range of activities that promote and
support the community service
programs operated and supported
by Episcopal congregations in the
diocese. Your donations pay for blankets
for the homeless, English as a Second
Language courses for immigrants,
parenting classes and mentoring
programs for low-come parents, food
pantries, art and theatre coaching for
teens, and many other programs and
services. For more information, visit
www.episcopalcharities-newyork.org,
or call (212) 932-7376.
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Christ is Born

A moment of shining light in an otherwise dark night
By the Rev. Canon Alan Dennis

And there were shepherds living out
in the fields nearby, keeping watch over
their flocks by night. An angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do
not be afraid. I bring you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people.
Today in the town of David a Savior has
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.
Luke 2: 8-11

O

n a visit to the eternal city of Rome a
couple of years ago I commented to
my fellow pilgrims that after visiting ruin
after ruin I was pretty much ruined-out, yet
wonderfully renewed at the same time.
The renewal experience culminated
in a private pilgrimage to Assisi where I sat
at the tomb of St. Francis for two hours,
savoring the wonder, life and ministry of a
saint of God whose story first touched my
life deeply at age 16 when I watched the
film Brother Sun, Sister Moon. My heart
was filled with gratitude, praise and adoration for a saint who taught me the pain of
rebuilding and the joy of renewal in such
tangible tones.
So it is that shepherds call us to recognize opportunities for renewal, even when
we judge that the ordinariness or minor, everyday challenges encourage complacency
or overwhelm us.
Imagine yet another regular quiet night
turning into an extraordinary experience…
changing the shepherds’ lives forever. Nothing, nothing was to be the same again: In a
moment of shining light, amid the darkness
of the night, their lives were transformed in
an unimaginable way.

The birth of a baby, unknown to them,
caused them to be known. We do not know
their names. Yet we do know that the light
of that most holy night, radiating from a
baby, nudged them beyond ordinary and
complacent into intentional relationship
and action.
We represent those shepherds as we
gather in the fields of life, those ordinary
spaces and places, where transformation
often—unexpectedly—occurs. The light in
the darkness of that holy night led the shepherds to a baby, not simply to say “hello,”
rather to “worship.”
It is indeed in the ordinary places, even
amid the darkness of our time, that we see
the light: in the horrendous tragedy of war;
in the AIDS pandemic; in hunger, poverty
and homelessness; and in the sad divisions
faced by our church, the shepherds coax us
into action as we listen to and experience
the good news for ALL.
Reliving the birth of Jesus lights up the
ordinary and extraordinary experiences
of our lives, transforming us for service
and joyful hope, and surprising us into the
wonder of worship. Once transformed,
the Christ Child then invites us to work
tirelessly for peace, transformative justice
and reconciliation within our church and
the world.
Make worship a priority this Christmas.
Experience the light and wonder of that
first Christmas through word, sacrament
and music. Come and bring others from the
fields with you, as we follow the light of the
star to the stable in Bethlehem.
Come, worship and be transformed by
and for the Holy child Jesus.
Dennis is sub-dean of the Cathedral
of St. John the Divine.

T

Voicesof

Angels

ake a journey
through time
and tradition
with carols from around
the globe. Ring in the
season with popular
holiday favorites!
Sunday, December 9, 2007
at 3:00 pm
St. James’ Episcopal Church
365 Madison Avenue
New York, New York

9

Tickets will be available at the door.
$30 for adults, $20 for seniors and
students. Free admission for children
under 12.
Proceeds to benefit The American
Boychoir School Scholarship Fund
and music at St. James’.
Auditions for The American Boychoir
will be held for interested boys in
grades 3-6 following the concert;
no preparation is necessary.

This nativity image decorated the cover of a 1941 brochure used to raise funds to prepare the
roof and ceiling at St. Peter’s Church, Chelsea. Unsafe conditions caused the church, known
as the “Christmas Church,” to be closed on Feb. 9, 1941. Source: The diocese archives.

Yarn
By Mary Ellen McEvily

What happened, before I dropped
on the table by the window
a one pound skein of fire
red yarn, is lost.

From her mother, nomadic Eskimo,
she has a sense of snow and ice;
mine is different born of practice
in renouncing, which, she says, is

The fog, before the snow,
lowered on Manhattan, muted
the farthest towers south of where
I sat down to read and

the only thing worth learning. Years
I coldly scaled the octaves of desire,
smashed the highest notes. Do this
first, I learned, the heart will

wait the unnamed storm.
I think like her whose single
sloe eye blazes from the winter
jacket of the book in hand.

follow. At best mine limped, lagged
behind the Desert Fathers, medieval mystics,
kept for myself a blue stone, a piece
of ruby glass, by chance fragmented like

If you have to wait, she says,
seize waiting, hold it fast or it
will destroy. The slightest deviation
east or westward from forecasted

a star, the remnant souvenirs which
proved only I could not let go or
just refused, struggling for belief.
The storm ravels, intense whorls of white

paths can mean a heavy snow or
light. At each line’s end before
I shift the carriage of my eyes,
the red wool gleams just out of reach.

flake obliterate all but the most
obvious, so often lost. The red yarn appears
to grow. In a storm, anchor, attend it.
I read through the snow until it leaves
an arctic city. This morning, on what passes
as a path--one red mitten, unravelled
at the cuff, lost but not unfound.
McEvily lives in New York City
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Christ Church Members Build Homes in Mexico
By Robyn Barnes

I

n June, a group from Christ Church,
Warwick, traveled to Juarez, Mexico,
on a mission trip. Working with Proyecto
Abrigo (Project Shelter), a ministry that has
been building houses in the sandy Juarez
desert since 1996. Fourteen high school
students and six adults built two concrete
block houses for area families. The 12 by
24 square-foot concrete rooms lack electricity and plumbing, but for the families
they are a marked improvement from their
previous homes, which were one-room
buildings constructed out of cardboard and
odd pieces of wood.
A concrete house with a floor can make
a life-or-death difference for people. They
provide better shade in the summer, better
protection in the winter and are far less
likely to burn down in a cooking accident.
Building one of these houses costs $2,500.
This covers all of the materials and the
salaries of the local workers. Additionally,
each group pays for transportation and a
small lodging fee to cover housing, food
and drinking water. Our trip cost about
$20,000 and was funded through the
support of parish members, friends and
family and a grant from our Mid-Hudson
region. Each trip member paid a small
individual fee and agreed to participate in
other fundraising efforts. Local fundraising events included selling Bishop’s Blend
coffee and selling stock in the trip to parish
members.

Harry Dowden with one of the maestros putting
blocks on the last few rows of the walls.

working conditions and a life changing
experience. We flew from Newark to El
Paso, Texas, which is directly across the
border from Juarez. Pastor José Luis, who
heads Proyecto Abrigo, picked us up at the
airport and drove us across the border to
the area where we would be staying. The
Proyecto compound houses 150 people and
the staff cooked and cleaned for us. They
have a basketball court and several other
open areas where we could relax after a
day of labor. We joined in worship in Pastor
Luis’ church. For a group of Episcopalians,
the Spanish Methodist service, which was
translated into English for us, was different. The music, if not always the lyrics, was
recognizable.

Hard work changes lives
For the 20 of us who traveled from
Warwick to Juarez, it was four days of hot

It’s that time of year again …

Time to order your favorite calendars!
2008 Historic Episcopal
Churches Engagement Calendar

2008 Episcocat Calendar

 Spiral bound
 53 historic churches
(28 photographs
in color)
 Filled with fascinating
facts & unusual trivia
 Handy, weekly format
 Includes major feasts,
fasts, secular holidays
 $15.95 ea

 Wall-hanging, monthly
format with beautiful photos
 Humorous insights from the
feline point of view
 Feasts,
fasts,
secular
holidays,
liturgical
colors
 $7.95 ea

YES, Please send:

____ copies of 2008 Historic Episcopal Churches Engagement Calendar @ $15.95 $__________

____ copies of 2008 Episcocat Calendar @ $7.95 each
Please send order with check, payable to NEHA,
to: NEHA, 509 Yale Ave., Swarthmore, PA 19081.
Bulk orders: Call 610-544-1886 or send an email
to nehahqs@aol.com. Thank you!

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY / STATE / ZIP
DAYTIME PHONE

$__________

Subtotal

$__________

10% for postage & handling
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Casey Whitney and Bridgette Geary mixing concrete.

We worked Tuesday, Wednesday
and parts of Thursday and Friday. When
we arrived at our work sites on Tuesday
morning there was a large stack of concrete blocks, a pile of gravel and bags of
cement. Using the same water resources
the families used for cooking and cleaning,
we began to move and mix these materials
together. At the same time our maestros,
local people employed by Proyecto Abrigo
who had all of the technical know-how
about building houses, were laying the
foundation. A lot of our work was moving concrete blocks so that they would be
closer to where we would build the houses
and mixing gravel, cement and water to
make concrete, something we needed at
almost every stage of building.

Learning new skills
After the maestros had laid the foundation and built the corners up they began
to teach us how to lay the blocks down
and create walls. We learned how to use
the trowels to put the correct amounts of
mortar on the blocks, how to line the blocks
up so that the walls were (reasonably)
straight, which side of the block should face
up, and how to leave space so that windows
and a door could be added later. While
doing this we also had to sift the gravel for
sand and mix it to make the finer mortar
we were using. It shouldn’t be surprising
that we started going through five-gallon
water jugs.
Walking away from our site after putting the walls up felt really good. We had
shown up with no skills, no knowledge and

had, with directions, transformed a pile of
blocks and a pile of gravel into something
that was beginning to look like a building.
Even more remarkable was the fact that,
as one of the kids remarked, we did all of
this with basically three words of Spanish,
mas (more), no mas (no more), and agua
(water).
After the walls were up, we still had to
mix more concrete for the floor and help
move the plywood up to the roof. (Fortunately, the maestros tarred the roof on their
own.) However, by late Friday morning the
roofs were on and the floors were poured.
After some drying time, each of our families would have a great new home to move
in to. We came back on Friday afternoon
for a simple house blessing and Eucharist
service. It was amazing to experience the
gratitude of the families for these fairly
simple structures. We left behind families
with a better quality of living. We left with
a week of images and encounters that we
can reflect on for years to come.
Barnes is a candidate for ordination from
the Diocese of Montana.She is in her third
year of seminary at The General Theological Seminary and spent the summer
working at Christ Church in Warwick.

For more information
on Proyecto Abrigo visit:
http://proyectoabrigo.org.
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Madeleine L’Engle

A writer who struggled to be a Christian
By Nick Richardson

“R

eligion and science?” said Madeleine
L’Engle in a 2000 interview. “One
and the same.”
Unsurprisingly perhaps, in the light of
a statement like that, L’Engle combined the
distinction of being, for many years, writerin-residence at the Cathedral of St. John the
Divine, where she attended daily Eucharist,
with writing one of the most widely banned
books (by religious conservatives) in the
United States.
That book, the 1962 children’s science
fiction classic and Newbery Medal winner
A Wrinkle in Time, was her masterpiece,
selling more that eight million copies and
captivating young and old alike. While the
banners condemned Wrinkle as un-Christian,
most of its readers found within it a deep
spiritual message, that the power of love
is stronger than the power of hate. It was
part of a total oeuvre of over 50 published
works of inspirational fiction, non-fiction,
autobiography, science fiction/fantasy, theology, poetry and drama—all infused with
her own distinctive brand of Christianityinspired but universally-accessible seeking
and spirituality.
One might think that a woman who was
a practicing Episcopalian, read the Bible and
the Book of Common Prayer every morning and evening, and was for many years
a much-loved (and physically distinctive)
fixture at the Cathedral would have been
orthodox in her religion. But L’Engle was
determinedly individualistic. There was a
reason why the puritans disapproved. She
was, in her own words, a “writer struggling
to be a Christian.”
L’Engle made it quite clear that she
looked with suspicion on the idea of Christian self proclamation. “If anyone asks me
‘Are you a Christian?’ I think it’s a little
like asking ‘Was your sex life with your
husband good?’” she once said. “It’s a private question—it’s in who we are.” While
writing works that are utterly, inescapably
informed by her Christianity she always, in
fact, disliked being pigeonholed as an exclusively “Christian” writer. “I am a writer,”
was her response when asked about it.
“No adjective.”

MADELEINE L’ENGLE CAMP FRANKLIN
was born Nov. 29, 1918, in New York City to Charles
Camp and Madeleine Barnett Camp. She attended
school in Switzerland and South Carolina and was
a graduate of Smith College. She lived in Goshen,
Conn., and New York City. L’Engle married Hugh
Franklin; the couple had three children, two daughters and a son. L’Engle had five grandchildren and
five great grandchildren. She was the author of
over 60 books, including the award-winning A
Wrinkle in Time. She died Sept. 6. She was 88.
A memorial service was held for L’Engle on Nov.
28 at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine.

L’Engle was a passionate advocate of
the importance of art and imagination. She
had an ever-open mind, using all the tools
at her disposal—particularly science—to
probe constantly for new insights into the
central questions of life and death, God and
darkness. “Religion is less accepting than
science,” she told Bob Abernethy of the PBS
program Religion and Ethics in 2000. “Science knows things move and change, and
religion doesn’t want that. So, I am more
comfortable with science. At the same time I
am not throwing God out of the window.”
In fact, L’Engle drew a sharp distinction
between facts and the truth. This distinction
was central to her view of the world, and was
the underpinning of the fantasy that played
so large a part in books like Wrinkle. “Nothing that’s worth anything as far as living our
lives is concerned is in the realm of fact,” she
once said. “Jesus was talking about a man
with a plank of wood in his eye. It’s a true
story, it’s not factual. It’s about people who
are slow to recognize their own faults and
too quick to point out others’ flaws.” This was
also her view about the Bible as a whole, “It’s
not a book of laws and morals – it’s a book of
stories, about ordinary, unqualified people
doing extraordinary things,” she said.
For her, art, and therefore fiction, were
vital contributors to the search for truth.
L’Engle looked with approval on the exhibitions and performance that are so much a
part of life at St. John the Divine. “The arts
are thought of fairly kindly [there],” she said.
“This is very liberating for a number of young
people, because many have come from evangelical backgrounds where art is considered
to be non-Christian and wicked.”
In her younger days, at least, it was
not just evangelicals who looked on art as
wicked: when Madeleine L’Engle married
her actor husband Hugh Franklin in 1946,
she was thrown out of the Social Register
because of his disreputable profession.
It’s hard to imagine that she much
cared.
Richardson is a communications officer for
the diocese.

Top: Madeliene L’Engle with Garrison Keillor. Center: a promotional photo taken
of L’Engle. Bottom: L’Engle with her granddaughters in the library in Diocesan
House. Photos from the archives.
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Bishop Mark S. Sisk’s address at the 231st Convention
of the Episcopal Diocese of New York
Nov. 10, 2007

G

ood morning. I am delighted to greet you at this 231st
Convention of the Diocese of New York, and to have an
opportunity to think about and celebrate our common life
as a Diocese. To be certain there are any number of routine
matters of business that need to be attended to today. And
that is simply the nature of life in community. It is, however,
crucial always to remember that sustaining it all, and the
object of it all, is life in Christ. It is this central and sustaining reality which we need always to hold before our mind’s
eye. To paraphrase a remark I heard recently, “Nothing will
happen here today that is not of interest to Christ.”
As we gather for this annually important moment in
our life together I would like to thank our Secretary of
Convention James Forde for all his work and devotion.
In addition I want to extend those thanks to the assistant
secretaries and to the members of the Convention Planning
Committee, with a special thanks to Sara Saavedra and
Gloria Fitzgerald for their enormous care and attention in
organizing this large and complicated event.
I want as well to welcome guests that are here with us
today. Let me begin by welcoming the youth delegates from
across the Diocese. In addition I want to welcome a delegation of clergy from the Diocese of London, as well as the Rev.
Noah Massima and Mmoti Sudayi from Tanzania who are
here as part of the staff of Carpenter’s Kids. In addition we
are delighted that Bishop and Mrs. Mano Rumalshah who
are here for a sabbatical from the Diocese of Peshawar, of
the Church of Pakistan, are also with us today. Think about
that: we have folks from three different continents here
today as guests. Aren’t we blessed to have such a treasury
of friends! Thank you so much for being here.
This always seems a good moment to talk about
changes to your diocesan staff that have occurred over the
course of the past year. I am delighted to have welcomed
Tina Donovan (no relation to our beloved Herbert Donovan)
who, this past January, assumed the newly restructured
position of bishop’s deputy for public affairs. This, as you
may recall, is an outgrowth of the Blanchard Report on the
administration and organization of the diocesan staff functions which I mentioned in last year’s address. Neva Rae
Fox moved on to assume a position at the National Church
and Ian Betts joined the staff of the Pension Fund. Tina has
been joined by Lynette Wilson as editor of The Episcopal New
Yorker and Nick Richardson as communications officer.
Though the staff of Episcopal Charities is not part of diocesan staff as such, they are very much part of our on-going
life so the arrival of Mary Beth Sasso and Donna Dambrot,
replacing David Shover who retired, and Mark Hummell
who joined the staff of the Church of the Ascension, are very
welcome additions to our Close community. I’m sure we
will hear more about their work from Doug Mercer later in
the morning. And finally, that very pleasant voice you hear
when you call the diocesan offices belongs to Sarah Condon
who joined our ranks just a few months ago.
We have yet to fill the position of canon for congregational development a search that we began last year at about
this time; as it happens, the delay has been fortuitous. It has
allowed us time to re-think the position somewhat. Because
of the particularly far flung nature of our Diocese, I have
decided to sharpen the focus of the new canon. I will ask
him or her to focus on the Mid-Hudson Region in particular,
in order to help us develop a more comprehensive plan for
the rapidly emerging and continually shifting needs of that
region. That is a position I hope to see filled by the end of
the year. To further strengthen work in the region I have
asked Bishop Taylor to assume some specific responsibilities
working with the congregations in Eastern-Duchess County,
even as Bishop Roskam continues her work with the Orange
County pastorate.
Still very high on my agenda is the Public Voice Project
for which Tina Donovan has assumed a primary responsibility. This project is our on-going attempt to bring to bear,

on the wider public consciousness, the concerns of the
Christian community as expressed from the point of view
of the broad, moderate, Christian center, rather than the
current dominant and strident voices that have achieved
such popular prominence. Working with our Cathedral,
and its strengthened staff, it is my hope that we will be able
to focus much more sharply on these broad issues which so
urgently face the human community. I have considerable
confidence that we are beginning to develop momentum
that will, in the long run, enable us to become significant
contributors to what needs to be a nationwide, indeed a
worldwide, conversation. This is a theme I will return to
in a few minutes.
In terms of the life of the Diocese I am happy to say that
things continue to look generally very good. To be sure
there are issues that need attention. We need to continue
our efforts to be certain that the good news as we understand it as Episcopalians is communicated with clarity and
conviction. Our work in the areas of Christian formation
and work with college-age students needs continued focus.
In general we need to be alert as to how best to carry out our
mission in an ever changing environment. And we continue
to be challenged by a stock of beautiful but aging buildings.
At the same time I am happy to say that for the most part,
the sharp animosity that is found in parts of our Church and
the larger Anglican Communion has found little expression
in our diocesan life.
Our life together as a Diocese gives to us many things
for which to be grateful: just four brief examples.
The first is much on my mind because it was just last
Sunday afternoon that I received into The Episcopal Church,
and into the Diocese of New York, the 92 members of the
Church of South India at All Saints Church, Valley Cottage,
under the pastoral care of Bishop George Ninan, a bishop
of the Church of South India, licensed to minister in this
Diocese. Heretofore they have simply met at All Saints
Church as a CSI congregation, now they are part of our life
as Episcopalians.
The second is to recognize the excellent work that Episcopal Charities continues to offer. It gives away hundreds
of thousands of dollars every year. It is a principle way to
support the outreach of our parishes in the communities
they serve. My one concern is that the work of Episcopal
Charities continues to be less well known than I would wish.
Therefore, though generally I am opposed to special days
that are not part of our regular liturgical calendar, it has
always seemed to me a desirable thing to have one Sunday
of the year designated Episcopal Charities Sunday. However, I would not want to do that unless it had the support
of this Convention.
Third, and a project and a concern that is very near to
my heart, is the on-going work of The Reparations Committee. I continue to believe that the racism that flows from
our shameful national heritage of slavery is, in effect, this
nation’s besetting sin. I believe that addressing slavery is
basic to eradicating racism. This must be among our most
important duties. It was in that spirit that Bishop Taylor
organized a wonderful celebration at St. Philip’s Church
in late September to mark the 200th anniversary of the
abolition of the slave trade in England. On Jan. 13th there
will be service here at the Cathedral to celebrate the end of
the slave trade.
A fourth example is a project that is just now emerging, after a multi-year gestation period. It is the “All Our
Children” project that will be devoted to encouraging
our churches to find ways to strengthen their local public
schools. I spoke to this issue first in my Convention address
of 2002, so I am delighted to see the first signs of a real
initiative taking shape. You’ll be hearing a good deal more
about this project in the future.
In ecclesial terms, especially relating to issues within
the larger Anglican Communion, this has been a year nearly

as demanding as the last. In addition to our regular House
of Bishops’ meeting in March, I was asked by the presiding
bishop to represent her at the April Installation of Bishop
Saheil the new Bishop of Jerusalem. In late May I had the
opportunity to meet with a senior representative of His
Holiness Pope Benedict XVI. In June, I was the guest of
the House of Bishops of the Province of the West Indies,
with the explicit invitation to discuss my experience as the
bishop of a diocese that welcomed gay and lesbian persons
into the life of the church. In the continuing desire to reach
out to other members of the Communion I accepted an
early September invitation to preach at the dedication of
the Spire of Hope at the Cathedral Church of St. Anne in
Belfast, Ireland. Then of course there was the weeklong
meeting of the House of Bishops in New Orleans. All this,
along with a number of informal consultations along the
way has a way of filling up one’s time. Personally, I have
found these many opportunities to work to strengthen our
Communion’s ties very gratifying.
All of this to say nothing of the quite wonderful, remarkably creative work that Bishop Roskam and Bishop Taylor
have done in this same spirit of reaching out in mission
and understanding. Their work, combined with that of
many, many members of our diocesan family, both lay and
ordained, have greatly deepened our witness to the unity
of God’s Love for the entire human family.
In particular I would like publicly to express my personal thanks and admiration for Bishop Roskam and her
vision in creating the Carpenter’s Kids project: a project that
touches the lives of literally thousands of children, and their
communities, in the Diocese of Central Tanganyika.
In this respect I would like to say just a few things about
the life of the larger Anglican Communion. It is, to put it
mildly, hardly harmonious, and, at first glance seems to be
anything but an inspiring witness to the joys of life in the living Lord. But that I would argue is true only at first glance.
The fact is that we are involved in what can be considered a
struggle of enormous consequence. We are actually wrestling with the question of the breadth of the reach of God’s
arms of love. We are attempting to talk about long forbidden but crucial topics that affect not only the rights but the
very lives of untold millions of people around the globe. And
finally we are attempting to discover if it is possible to hold
a diverse community together based solely on the spirit of
invitation shared, and trust given and received.
I do not know how these issues will work out. But I do
know two things. The first is that though we may not have
chosen the exact cluster of issues that now confront us,
they have, by God’s grace, been given to us in our time, and
therefore, these struggles are profoundly worth the effort.
The second thing of which I am sure is that we are in God’s
almighty hands. Whatever happens within the Anglican
Communion, whatever shape it takes, ultimately God will
use it to bring about the divine will. Therefore, we need not
fear. We need only to give ourselves with an honest passion
to serve and witness to the light of Christ that has been given
to us in our day and time. God will do the rest.
But these are not easy times. The witness to God’s
radical love has become ever more difficult. The difficulty
arises from two deeply linked sources. The first, and more
superficial cause, is a shift in cultural values that has tended
to muffle all but the most extreme voices. As you will recall
I have begun the Public Voice Project in hopes of addressing
this issue. Of late I have been meeting with other religious
leaders of a like mind in hopes that together, we can find
a way to raise the voice of moderation in the midst of the
cacophony that surrounds us.
However, the deeper truth is that deafness to all but the
most extreme voices is itself a perfectly natural development
in a society, in a world, in which the forces of extremism
have moved from the margins to the very center of our
common life. Who among us, in his or her wildest imagi-
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nation, would ever have guessed that candidates for the
presidency of this great nation, or a nominee for its highest
law enforcement officer, would find themselves seriously
debating fine nuances of what is an acceptable method for
torture and what is not. To what have we come? And how
have we gotten here?
The answer, it seems to me is simple: we have gotten
here through fear and a reflexive response to that fear. It
is this fear, often a carefully cultivated fear, that expresses
itself in increasingly disturbing ways. Mind you, as I have
said many times before, it is not that these dangers are
not very real; they most certainly are. It is the response
to those very real dangers that signal the true quality of
a person, or a people, and its leadership. If our response
is that of measured thoughtfulness, and prudent caution,
that response might well be called courage. If, however,
the response is that of a frantic lashing out at shadows that
is almost certainly a sure sign of panic.
It is easy to point fingers, and sometimes that finger
pointing is well-founded. However, it is all too tempting
to believe that these failures are the sole provenance of the
opposition point of view, whatever that might be. That too
is an error. The fact is that the attractive power of fear, as
well as the anger and extremism it induces, has a pernicious
effect on all of us. None of us is immune. And the effect
can be dangerously paralyzing.
Think for example of our national inability to address
the issue of immigration. Hardly can the word “immigration” be mentioned before people leap to extreme rhetoric
on both sides of the issue. Some seem to assert that a nation
has no right even to protect its borders. While those on the
other side seem to see an opportunist at best, and a terrorist
at worst, behind every frightened face that furtively sets
foot on our shores.
The resort to the most flagrant xenophobia does not
take long to make its appearance. What but fear could give
rise to such an irrational response? The paralysis that grips
our national response to the challenge and opportunity of
immigration is a sign of the paranoia that lurks at the edges
of our national consciousness.
This creeping fear appears to have given birth to a
sharp increase in hate crimes. Whether it is the wickedness

a swastika scrawled on Jewish homes in Brooklyn or the
menacing evil of a noose hung on the office door of a professor at Columbia Teacher’s College, the ominous message
is the same. Hate not only thrives, it appears to feel itself
increasingly emboldened. It can now go public.
The danger of course is that the response to that hatred can be as dangerous as the hatred itself. I think for
example of the quite justified outrage at the clear threat
to the professor which then prompted, what to my mind
is the ill-considered action of the New York State Senate
bill which makes any public or private display of a noose a
class E felony. That act, should it become law, would have
made criminal half the Halloween displays I’ve seen this
past month.
All of this plays itself out against the back-drop of a war
that simply will not go away. A war that is fought, to a truly
remarkable degree, out of sight. A war that is fought without
appreciable effect on the daily lives of the typical American
citizen. A war whose cost is being shifted wholesale to a
generation yet unborn. It is impossible to assess the impact
of this deeply controversial and enormously violent, largely
invisible conflict. Perhaps one of its consequences is simply
that with so much background noise, one simply needs to
speak more loudly, more stridently, to be heard.
But there are other forces, distinct but related, that
challenge us as we carry out our mission of proclaiming
the Gospel within the society in which we live and move
and have our being. The growing disparity of wealth in
our nation threatens to undermine our national vision of
who we are, and how we are, as a people. It is not enough
to condemn reflexively this growing disparity as simply the
outcome of greed, though greed doubtless plays its part.
The importance of the issues warrants an equally thoughtful and serious response. The consequences of this growing
disparity, along with the pressures on our national economy
now, and increasingly so in the years to come as war debt
comes due, will, if history is an indicator, be a price to be
paid, largely by the poor and middle class. They will pay that
price in terms of deferred health care, inferior education and
reduced services for the most needy among us. As Christians
seeking to live and serve a Lord whose outstretched arms of
love embrace all people, and especially the poor, the orphan
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and the downtrodden, we must pay the closest attention to
those consequences. Happily it has long been part of the
DNA of this great Diocese to do exactly that. We have, for
many years, had a deep commitment to offer a strong church
presence in poor communities; happily and proudly we can
say that countless among us have worked passionately and
selflessly to that end.
And well that we should, because it is not enough to
wring our hands in despair in the faces of the powers that
confront us. Nor would it be right for us to turn our back
to the danger and the agonies that challenge our society.
We are charged, as members of a democratic society, to
recognize and accept the deep responsibility that is ours as
a people. It is not enough to blame others for the ills that
plague us. There can be no avoidance of our own responsibilities, our own culpabilities. Further, the plain simple
fact is that as Christian people we have been commissioned
by God to proclaim good news. We live in union with the
One who said,
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free...
						
(Luke 4:18)
These are not easy times in which to serve. But by
God’s grace they are the times we have been given. Let us
so immerse ourselves in the life of the living Lord that we
may find a new and life giving word of hope and justice, to
the community of which we are a part. Let it never be said
of us, that we in our generation cowered before the work
that was ours to do. By the power of God’s spirit who lives
within us, let us find in one another the strength of the One
who sustains us all. Let us have the courage to live without
fear because the God who loves us and sustains us is more
powerful than all the evil forces that drive us apart.
Rejoice in each other. Rejoice in the work that God has
given us do. Rejoice in the Life of the Living One who loves
us, now and unto the ages of ages.

Resolutions Passed at Convention
Election of Trustees of Estate and Property
Submitted by the Trustees of Estate
and Property
[4] Resolved, That the following persons are
hereby elected Trustees of the Estate and
Property of the Diocesan Convention of New
York, for terms expiring 2011: Sarah Cogan,
Grace, Manhattan; Judy Ball Morrill, Heavenly
Rest, Manhattan; and Kevin Putt, St. James’,
Manhattan.
Torture is a Moral Issue: A Statement
of Conscience of the National Religious
Campaign AGAINST Torture
Submitted by the Rev. Earl Kooperkamp,
St. Mary’s, Manhattanville
[5] Resolved, That the 231st Convention of the
Diocese of New York join with over 15,000 citizens of the United States following their religious
call and endorse the Statement of Conscience of
the National Religious Campaign Against Torture
“Torture is a Moral Issue.”

Health Care for the Underinsured and
Uninsured
Submitted by the Rev. Gawain De Leeuw, Shirley Lans and the Economic Justice Committee
[6] Resolved, That the Diocese call upon the Economic Justice Committee to research different
forms of organization that assist the payments
for health care of uninsured and underinsured
families, and present a plan at next convention
that would harness the resources of the Diocese
most effectively in advocating for and promoting
greater access to health care and further
[7] Resolved, That the Diocese advocate through
appropriate interfaith and ecumenical organizations at the state level for stronger health
insurance for the uninsured and underinsured.
Pledge of Support for the New Sanctuary
Movement
Submitted by the Rev. Richard C. Witt and the
Economic Justice Committee
[8] Resolved, That the Episcopal Diocese of
New York acknowledge that the large-scale
immigration of workers and their families to the
United States is a complex historical, global and
economic phenomenon that has many causes
and does not lend itself to simplistic or purely
reactive public policy solutions.

That we stand together in our faith that everyone,
regardless of national origin, has basic common
rights, including but not limited to: 1) livelihood;
2) family unity; and 3) physical and emotional
safety. We witness the violation of these rights
under current immigration policy, particularly in
the separation of children from their parents due
to unjust deportations, and in the exploitation of
immigrant workers. We are deeply grieved by the
violence done to families through immigration
raids. We cannot in good conscience ignore such
suffering and injustice.
[9] Resolved, that we in the Episcopal Diocese
of New York, commit ourselves to:
support the New Sanctuary Movement and;
promote the New Sanctuary Movement within
our denomination and congregations and among
our other allies.
Budget Resolutions
[I] Resolved, That the 2008 Assessment Budget presented herewith be adopted; and be it
farther
[2] Resolved, That the Controller shall apportion
in accordance with Sec. l(2) of Canon 18, each
congregation’s share of the 2008 budget of
$12,433,990. According to Canon 18, Sec. 1(4),
this is to be paid”by each congregation in four

installments on the fifth days of January,
April, July and October 2008; and be it further
[3] Resolved, That the congregations which have
made payments of principal sums to the Trustees
of theEpiscopal Fund be credited on their assessments with the amounts so paid at the average
rate earned on the principal of the Episcopal Fund
for the calendar year 2008.
The following resolution was introduced at
convention.
Resolution to Designate the First Sunday of
June as “Episcopal Charities of New York
Sunday”
[1] Resolved, That the Diocese of New York
hereby perpetually designates the first Sunday
of June as “Episcopal Charities Sunday,” commencing on June 1, 2008, and be it further
[2] Resolved, That on “Episcopal Charities
Sunday,” parishes and missions take a special
collection to be donated to Episcopal Charities
of New York to support feeding programs which
receive funding from Episcopal Charities of
New York.
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2007 Bishop’s Cross Awards
Bishop Mark S. Sisk awarded the Bishop’s Cross to three active lay members of the diocese for recognition of their service to the diocese,
their parishes and the community on Nov. 10 during the 231st Convention. Here are his tributes to them.

Gloria Cruz

C. Douglas Mercer II

Camillo M. Santomero III

The paschal mystery reveals that life follows death,
peace heals despair and light conquers darkness. A living
example of a life transformed by the power of the Messiah’s
Passion is Gloria Cruz, a woman who has suffered deeply,
but continues to love richly, and who has turned her pain
into compassion for others.
Gloria is heavily involved in the ministry of St. Ann’s
Church in the South Bronx, and by extension she is profoundly engaged in her community and her diocese. She
has experienced the heartrending loss of a son and other
close relatives to urban violence, but the grace of God and
the integrity of her soul have combined to turn the tragedies
of her own life into compassionate action for others. Her
witness to justice, peace and human dignity has prompted
her to become extremely active in creating, and leading,
the Bronx chapter of New Yorkers Against Gun Violence,

As a business professional and a church leader, Doug
Mercer leads a life that blends compassion, sensitivity,
rigorous discipline, acute intellect, clear-headed tenacity and selfless grace. He serves his community and his
church with dedication and a commitment to excellence
that enriches both those with whom he works and those

St Luke’s Gospel (16.10) reminds us that “Whoever is
faithful in a very little is faithful also in much...” Camillo
Santomero has consistently proven himself to be a true
servant of the Lord, reliably faithful by attending to the
little tasks, the thankless chores, and the hidden work
that so frequently commands time in a parish. In his labor
with and for St. Matthew’s Church, Bedford, he has been
willing to embrace the servant’s role with admirable fidelity, regularly taking on the little but onerous duties and
the behind the scenes vocation virtually no one notices or
particularly wants to do.
In addition to the small things, Camillo has also displayed distinguished and exemplary selflessness in the
larger demands of Christian servanthood. He has served
for several years as the chair of the Bedell Fund Committee for St. Matthew’s Church, a role that has commanded

and in that role she has given selflessly by speaking at local schools, working with community groups, assisting the
40th Precinct Community Council and offering support to
grieving families. Her awareness of the sanctity of human
life has moved her to a life of advocacy that is both inspiring
and effective. When St. Ann’s Church became a temporary
refuge for homeless families denied emergency shelter,
she effectively and devotedly tended to their needs. In addition, she has given time to both the Diocesan Hispanic
Commission and the Deacons Committee of the Diocese.
Gloria’s life is a genuine proclamation of the Gospel, a living sermon and an illustration of how personal loss can be
transformed into a life of mercy.

who are served. As president of the Board of Directors of
Episcopal Charities for the past six years, Doug has led this
vital diocesan resource through a period of challenge and
adaptation with a clear sense of its mission, never losing
sight of the critically important role it plays in the lives of
thousands of people each year. His forward-looking guidance has brought renewed energy and sharpened its focus
as it seeks to serve the neediest among us.
Additionally, Doug served this diocese with distinction
when he co-chaired a taskforce to review the Congregational Support Plan, making recommendations to strengthen its
impact in the life of our parishes. And when he led a study
of the relationship of the diocese to its congregations and
recommended vital changes to the way that partnership
can support our common work. Doug has been a faithful
and trusted advisor to the bishops of this diocese in matters of management and oversight and our life together is
enriched by his wise counsel. By his life Doug embodies the
admonition of the prophet Micah that we act justly, love
mercy and walk humbly with our God.

and used his considerable wisdom and his remarkable
business acumen. In the fund’s effort to assist other parishes throughout our diocese, he has shown both the will
and the skill needed to address the difficult challenges.
In this important capacity, he has spent countless hours
visiting churches, meeting with parishioners, clergy and
vestry, conducting time-consuming and energy-draining
investigations, recommending creative courses of action,
and offering his assistance in the dynamics and planning
strategies of parishes. The life and ministry of the diocese
is stronger as a result of his involvement and his dedication
to the integrity of Christian discipleship.

Diocesan Convention Election Results
Standing Committee

The Rev. Tobias S Haller, BSG
Margaret (Margot) L. Shields, Esq.

Committee to Elect a Bishop

The Rev. Deborah G. Tammearu
Canon Michael J. McPherson

Trustees of the Diocese

The Rev. Richard L.Gressle
Mrs. Jeannette E. Jones
Ms. Judith E. Volkmann

Diocesan Council

The Rev. Elizabeth (Betsy) Fisher
The Rev. Susan Fortunato
Ms. Christina Hing
The Rev. Matthew H. Mead
Mr. Thomas E. White
Mrs. Carol Williams

Clergy Deputies to General
Convention and Provincial
Synod

The Rev. Gerald W. Keucher
The Rev. Tobias S. Haller, BSG
The Rev. Theodora Brooks
The Rev. James Lee Burns

Lay Deputies to General
Convention and Provincial
Synod

Mr. James A. Forde, Sr.
Canon Michael J. McPherson
Ms. Diane B. Pollard
Mrs. Nell B. Gibson

Cathedral Trustees

The Rev. James Lee Burns
Mrs. Sherrill L. Blalock, CFA
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Holy Apostles Soup Kitchen turns 25

The Mission of Holy Apostles Soup Kitchen is to
feed the hungry, to comfort the afﬂicted, to seek
justice for the homeless, and to counsel and provide
a sense of hope and opportunity to those in need.
For more information visit: www.holyapostlesnyc.org.

A quarter century later “emergency” soup kitchen
breaks meals served records
By Lynette Wilson

O

n any given weekday morning people,
mostly men, form a line on the sidewalk in front of Holy Apostles Church on
Ninth Avenue. By 10:30 a.m., the line turns
east on West 28th Street, snaking to midblock. They are not in pursuit of the latest
home-entertainment system or hot concert
ticket, they’re hungry.
Hunger, in fact, afflicts one in six New
Yorkers. Religious and other nonprofit organizations typically carry the burden for
feeding the hungry.
Holy Apostles Soup Kitchen (HASK)
began feeding the city’s homeless, hungry
and poor in 1982 as an emergency response
to what leaders believed a temporary problem. Twenty-five years later the Chelsea
soup kitchen has a $2.6 million annual
operating budget, has served more than six
million meals and continues to break its own
daily-meals-served record, which reached
1,568 meals one day in August.
The Soup Kitchen marked its silver
anniversary on Oct. 22; Mayor Michael R.
Bloomberg proclaimed the date “Holy Apostles Soup Kitchen Day.” Public and church
officials spent the morning volunteering at
the soup kitchen.
“We are marking, commemorating, not
celebrating; we want to hang up the shutter
and say the job is done,” said the Rev. William A. Greenlaw, rector of Holy Apostles
and HASK executive director.

The soup kitchen relies on 50-60
volunteers every day Monday-Friday,
including holidays, 52 weeks a year.
To volunteer, arrive between 9:3010 a.m. on the day you wish to work.
Breakfast is served, assignments are
discussed and work begins at 10:30
a.m., ending by 12:45. Volunteers
are invited to stay for lunch.
Call Clyde Keummerle, associate
program director, at (212) 924-0167
for further details.

Palmer now works the door at HASK
three days a week.
“They way I see it,” he said, surveying
the line in front of the church, “these people
need someone who cares for them. I am
proud to be with these people.”

Political will

Hungry people from different walks of life line up in front of Holy Apostles Soup Kitchen.
The soup kitchen serves more then 1,200 meals daily, ﬁve days a week. Photo by Lynette Wilson.

Hard times
The job isn’t done. The city’s emergency
food programs experienced an estimated 11
percent increase in need from 2005 to 2006,
on top of a six percent increase the previous
year, according to a New York City Coalition
Against Hunger survey.
“Hunger isn’t getting any better; it’s
getting worse,” Greenlaw said. “Clearly,
the hunger emergency hasn’t been addressed.”
And this year feeding the hunger has
become a greater challenge for soup kitchens and food pantries. A steady decline in
federal food aid and a stalled Farm Bill have
reduced the amount of food delivered to
food banks, which provide HASK with 25
percent of its food.
“The food bank is delivering about half
of what it should be, which forces us to buy
(more) wholesale,” Greenlaw said. “It’s
not only Holy Apostles. And funding has
become more precarious. Priorities have
changed. People are tired of hunger in our
midst, but it doesn’t go away.”

D

irectors, supporters and volunteers gathered for a benefit
reception on Oct. 22 to honor long-term friends of and contributors to Holy Apostles Soup Kitchen. Honorees included: The Peter
Jay Sharp Foundation, the Rhodebeck Charitable Trust, Ian Frazier,
the Rev. Randolph L. Frew, State Assemblyman Richard N. Gottfried,
Christabel Gough, Archdeacon Michael S. Kendall, Susan Sarandon,
the Rt. Rev. E. Don Taylor, St. Thomas Church, Fifth Ave., and Trinity
Church, Wall Street.
HASK receives 40-50 percent of its
funding from individuals, 30-35 percent
from foundations and corporations and
about 14 percent from local, state and federal government sources.

Tough choices
José Orta, 31, has lived on the streets
since July 2006. A friend told him about
HASK and he eats there regularly. “It’s
a place to get by when you don’t have
anything, and besides, the food is good,”
Orta said.

When people are hungry and without
options, some resort to taking from others,
Orta added.
HASK offers people in need choice and
assistance.
In the 24 years that Marty Palmer, 56,
spent homeless there were times when
he was tempted to look for food in the
garbage; HASK and other soup kitchens offered Palmer options. And three years after
Palmer found HASK, the Soup Kitchen’s
counseling and referral program helped him
find a place to live.

Wilson is editor of The Episcopal New
Yorker.

Holy Apostles Soup Kitchen Timeline
1982
Soup Kitchen opens
in October and
serves 35 meals

1986
Counseling and
referral services
begin

1988
One millionth
meal served

1990
Church of the Holy
Apostles severely
damaged by ﬁre;
Soup Kitchen
continues to serve

Whereas some communities may deny
the hunger in their midst, the Holy Apostles’
neighbors face reality.
State Assemblyman Richard N. Gottfried chairs the state’s Health Committee
and represents the neighborhoods constituents.
“In many communities, the long line
would generate angry phone calls,” Gottfried
said, adding that he’s proud to represent a
district that understands community responsibility. “We all wish it didn’t have to
be here, but we’re grateful that it is.”
Hunger doesn’t just affect the homeless; children, low-income families and the
working poor all depend on soup kitchens
and food pantries.
The federal government made headway toward addressing hunger in America
in the 1970s, but budget cuts in the 1980s
shelved some social programs.
What should have been a temporary
problem has become institutionalized;
political will and public policy stand in the
way of alleviating hunger, said the Ven.
Michael S. Kendall, Archdeacon for mission
for the diocese.
“How can we possibly have hunger on
such a large scale in this county, in this city?
The money spent on one day of war in Iraq
would pay for this; people don’t have to
go hungry,” Kendall said. “If government
isn’t doing its job, we have to take away its
resources.”

1992
Two millionth
meal served

1994
The church’s
restored nave
becomes the dining area for Soup
Kitchen guests

1996
Three millionth
meal served

2000
Four millionth
meal served

2004
Five millionth
meal served;
Soup Kitchen
serves record
296,505 meals in
one year

2007
Six millionth
meal served
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Christians in the Northwest Frontier of Pakistan
By Lynette Wilson

A

s Bishop of Peshawar, Mano Rumalshah works in an
area of high terrorist activity near the Afghan border at
the gateway to the popularly traveled Khyber Pass. Through
his diocese and the church of Pakistan, Bishop Rumalshah
and his staff and volunteers routinely serve terrorists and
Taliban among the many people cared for in their hospitals
and social services centers.
His diocese has organized earthquake relief efforts and
is actively engaged in working with the Muslim community.
Still, Christians in Peshawar have received threatening
letters saying they must convert to Islam or face suicide
attacks. Christians are considered infidels; only by embracing Islam will they make a home for themselves in heaven,
the threats contend.
Bishop Mano, a third-generation Christian and clergyman, was named Bishop of Peshawar in the Church of
Pakistan in March of 1994. The church transferred his
family to the Pakistan side four months before the Indian
sub-continent was divided. His father became archdeacon
of Karachi and finished his career in the Oxford Diocese. His
grandfather converted to Christianity in 1910 and became
an itinerant preacher.
Bishop Mano attended Bishop’s College in Calcutta,
India, and began his ministry in Karachi, Pakistan. In the
1980s, while working in London, Bishop Mano’s work
focused on multi-faith, multi-racial ministry in neighborhoods throughout the city. In 1998, he was called back to
England and served for five years as the general secretary
of the United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel,
the Anglican Communion’s oldest mission agency. He then
returned to Pakistan.
While on sabbatical in New York and teaching at a
course at The General Theological Seminary, Bishop Mano
talked with the ENY just after Pakistan’s President Gen.
Pervez Musharraf declared a state of emergency. He and
his wife, Benita, left New York to return to Pakistan in late
November.
ENY: What made you decide to return to Pakistan?
MANO: I think it was my need more than the need
of the people I returned to serve. There’s a strange kind
of therapy, fulfillment of faith serving in such a situation;
it’s compulsive and seductive to me. I feel like I’ve done a
day’s job… in spite of it being such a difficult, impossible
situation.

To be a Christian you are part of a community that is
considered the scum of the earth, marginalized, despised…
it’s hard to breathe. But to feel part of such a community,
one feels enriched. We are living by our faith. And that
energizes you in an amazing way. It’s paradoxical: you
become mournful and frustrated, but it enhances you as
a person.

The Church of Pakistan is a united church formed in
1970 as a merger of the Anglicans, Lutherans, Scottish
Presbyterians and Methodists in Pakistan; making it
unique in its blend of traditions. The Diocese of Peshawar, formed in 1980, covers the entire Northwest
Frontier and is one of the largest of the church’s eight
dioceses. It operates six sectors: education, health
care, community development, mission and ministry,
property and finance.

Bishop Mano and his daughter Manita standing near the epicenter of the October 2005
earthquake the summer before it happened.

ENY: Is that how people are identified in Pakistan,
by religion?
MANO: Yes, indeed. If I were Muslim I would be in
the top 1 percent, but instead I am considered to be a part
of the bottom 3 percent. Identity is religion and the first
rights belong to the majority people and the others get
pushed behind. It’s economic and social suffocation. It’s
more pronounced in Pakistan because ideologically, the
country was founded on the basis of religion. And it is not
only in Pakistan, even throughout South Asia religion is
identity; this is a real shift from Western society.
ENY: Who do you serve?
MANO: Ninety percent of the people we serve are
Muslims and for us they are the children of God. We’re
not just for Christians/Episcopalians. All different kinds
of people including Taliban come to us for treatment and
are served without question. We operate a border hospital
with one doctor. We are working on the front lines.
ENY: So, essentially, you serve people who hate you.
What does that feel like?
MANO: Our mode of life is not to live unto ourselves. We are living Christian lives expressly in faith…
they may terrorize, persecute and hate us; still we feel
we have no choice. That is the way we breathe as Christ
in God’s community. We are very small; I am not saying
we are a grand success story. It is done out of obedience
and faithfulness.
ENY: What does it cost to operate your church and
its services?
MANO: We are a church of the poor and in spite of
that we live out our mission of hope and reconciliation.
Let me give you an example of our core ministry. Our
mission and ministry sector includes parish life, youth,
women, evangelism, etc., this alone costs us about 3.5
million rupees ($57,627) per year, whereas the contribution from the parishes to the diocesan center for that
ministry is only about half a million rupees. Of course in
addition to this we have diaconal ministries, healthcare
(main hospitals, three small clinics), 13 educational
institutions and 30-40 development centers, that cost
much more than that. The total, including mission and
ministry, is about $400,000, with more than 80 percent
of that raised from outside.

A photo of the same site where Bishop Mano and his daughter stood taken after the earthquake. The
earthquake measured 7.6 or 7.7 on the Richter scale and caused major widespread damage in Pakistanadministered Kashmir. Photos courtesy of the Diocese of Peshawar.
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ENY: What is your No. 1 need?
MANO: I want bread-and-butter jobs for my community. I want people to be economically viable and
able to sustain themselves in the community. Ironically
church money doesn’t go to help Christians. After the 2005
earthquake, Episcopal Relief and Development gave us
money… we are helping 500 Muslim families. Ironically,
these families now have a better standard of living than
most Christians.
ENY: What is your No. 1 challenge at home?
MANO: My dream, challenge, hope is that we become
true instruments of peace and reconciliation in spite of
our size and insignificance. It is with this passion that we
are incessantly serving those people of God; by re-enacting God’s love as we have experienced it in Jesus Christ,
leading to an embrace of reconciliation which is God’s
ultimate purpose for all of us. This I believe to be a true
and conscious engagement with the world of Islam and
people everywhere.
ENY: How has the American influence in Pakistan
affected Christians?
MANO: We still have lots of middle ground moderates, but the mob rules. We are at times seen as American
stooges. When the cartoon came out in Denmark, we got
the beating. When the pope made that statement, we had
to personally apologize.
America hasn’t attacked Pakistan but we are in turmoil
because of that association. If you study post-colonial history you will see that Pakistan was created as the largest
Muslim land in the world, and is seen as big brother in the
Islamic world.
[Speaking in Germany in September 2006 Pope Benedict
XVI quoted a 14th Century Christian emperor who said the
Prophet Muhammad had brought the world only “evil and
inhuman” things. The pope’s statement sparked protests
and violence in the Muslim world. One year earlier a Danish
newspaper published editorial cartoons depicting the image
of the Prophet Muhammad. Islam prohibits images depicting
the prophet.]
ENY: Do Pashtuns on the Pakistan side consider the
American presence in Afghanistan an occupation?
MANO: Very much so.

T

he Islamic Republic of Pakistan was created in 1947 as
the first religious state in modern times out of demands
by Indian Muslims for their own homeland. It borders Afghanistan and Iran to the west, India to the east and China
to the northeast.
Pakistan’s population is estimated at 160 million; its
growth rate an estimated 2.9 percent per year, one of the
highest in the world. Ninety-five percent of the population
is Muslim; 3 percent Christian and 2 percent other minorities. The adult literacy rate is 37 percent, compared with a
world average of 77 percent.
Pakistan is divided into four provinces: Punjab, Sindh,
Baluchistan and the Northwest Frontier Province.
The Diocese of Peshawar boundaries include the entire
Northwest Frontier, the northernmost province of Pakistan
covering 100,000 square kilometers and home to about
15.5 million people. Pashtuns make up the majority and
Pashtu is the main provincial language. The Pashtuns have
been resistant to change and educational progress has been
slow. Smuggling, drug trading, arms dealing and kidnapping are common occurrences.
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A makeshift medical unit the diocese set up to assist those injured in the earthquake.

ENY: What’s your take on President Pervez Musharraf
declaring a state of emergency?
MANO: No one wants to be killed in the streets. Of
course he had ulterior motives but no one can deny that
law and order had collapsed. I think in this case the choice
was between democracy and stability and normalcy of life.
The definition of democracy varies from place to place. I
don’t believe that if the elections were to be held today
everything would be OK.
ENY: Do you think there is any chance that Musharraf
and Benazir Bhutto can share power?
MANO: That is an American dream.

Peshawar, population 2 million-plus, is the provincial
capital and guards the eastern end of the famous Khyber
Pass, the most popular route to Kabul, Afghanistan. Peshawar is a frontier town, the meeting place of south and
central Asia, and home to traditional and tribal cultures.
More than 20 million Pashtuns live on either side of the
Pakistan-Afghanistan boarder: about 12 million on the
Pakistan side and 8 million on the Afghanistan side (the
majority population in Afghanistan, population 26 million)
and many come from the same families.
Close to 100,000 Christians make their home in the
province (concentrated in the areas shown on the map).
Most Christians are ethnically Punjabis. Many were originally part of the low-caste communities who converted
to Christianity. Eighty-five percent of the Christian community gets by on menial work. Most Christians have been
unable to improve their social and economic standing. They
remain unskilled, poorly educated; an underclass looked
down upon by their fellow citizens.
Source: Diocese of Peshawar.

The Diocese
of Peshawar
(North West Frontier Province)

For more information on the Diocese of Peshawar,
Church of Pakistan visit www.peshawardiocese.org,
or email: info@peshawardiocese.org. You may
also write or call: Diocese of Peshawar – Church of
Pakistan 1-Sir Syed Road, Peshawar 25000, NWFP,
Pakistan. Phone: +92-91-5276519 / 5271839

?
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Got Church?

Top 10 reasons (in no particular order)
why church might be good for you

By the Rev. Matthew Moretz

T

he signs are all around us that the church is in
competition with other forms of common life,
whether they are teams, clubs, or media events,
which all vie for the time, talent and treasure of
people in our communities. Even long-standing
parishioners are confronted with the sometimes
difficult choice of making the life of the church a
reality in their lives. As a classic example, Sunday
mornings are no longer set aside by most sports
team schedules. Which should one choose, the
internal struggle asks, the physical or spiritual
health of our family?
The honest truth is that most of these dilemmas are nothing new, and are often solved with a
solid dose of commitment and creativity. There is

no real reason why one couldn’t be involved in the
life of one’s church and the life of some other organization. The challenge for the Church is to provide
clear motivations to spur this engagement.
And rather than focusing on why people should
feel obligated, we should often dwell on why one
would even want to be caught up in the life of the
Church. For along with the altruism, there are
some self-interested reasons to be part of a vital and
organized spirituality. For the Church, the Body of
Christ, is both good and does us good.
So here are 10 reasons (not just to go to
church, but to be the church) that are worth remembering as we encourage involvement in our
parish community.

1. B
 eing the church expands our circle of influence.

We reach more people in church, but, at the same time, more people reach us.
Who knows what might happen?

1. Being the church is where you learn and celebrate your story.

At church there are others to help you learn what you could learn nowhere else,
a millennia-old story of people and God of which you are a part. On top of that,
there are so many celebrations and parties referring to this story. And you are invited.

1. B
 eing the church makes us better at prayer.

You can do better than “Now I lay me down to sleep / I pray the Lord my soul to keep.”
There are worlds of prayer to be explored.

1. B
 eing the church can quiet the soul.

A life of worship allows for time of quiet and reflection that help you to balance your
spirit and calm your mind.

1. B
 eing the church makes your life more inter-generational.

Church is one of the few places where all generations are represented, connecting
your life to a larger historical scope.

1. B
 eing the church is where you are more likely to be forgiven
when you make a mistake.

This is true. Church is also where you may discover that forgiving others is in your
best interest, too!

1. Being the church heightens your senses.

Participation in worship, with its wide-ranging prayers and liturgical order that has
been shaped over centuries, helps to heighten our awareness of the sacred. We are
drawn into focusing on God’s presence in multiple spheres of our existence, making
our world a place of deeper meaning.

1. B
 eing the church is where people are more likely to share with you.
In church, you are more likely to receive food from another person, receive some
kind of gift, or a warm handshake or hug.

1. B
 eing the church keeps us in tune.

In worship, you will be regularly exposed to communal singing and high-quality
selections from the Western musical tradition.

1. B
 eing the church allows us to die well.

Involvement in the parish makes it more likely that someone will be with you on
your deathbed, for clergy and parishioners will be aware of your absence. There is
a good chance that you will be given an opportunity for reconciliation in your final
hours. Also, the funeral will be a beautiful event for those who miss you, all the more
significant given that the priest leading the service actually knows you.

These are just 10 of many reasons why it benefits us to go to church. I’m sure you could
come up with several more. As much as we are mindful of the reasons we should be involved,
we should remind ourselves of the benefits associated with being a part of such a precious
community. And not only during pledge drives! We should proclaim that the church is not
only a place of great duties, but also a place of great blessings.
Moretz is the Curate at Christ’s Church, Rye, and the creator of Father Matthew Presents,
a regular YouTube video blog.

Why I go to Church
By Carlie Graves

T

here are lots of reasons including force of habit, children whose spiritual lives need attention, jobs to do
and other square pegs for square holes. But, really, I go
because I am hungry for spiritual transformation—for a
deeper knowledge of God—and my hope is that church
will move the process forward. But how?
And the larger question: Why does it matter? Spiritual
transformation seems a tiny bit self-centered and trivial.
One of the things that I like about church is that it always reminds me that I am part of something a lot bigger
than me. It connects me to the rest of humanity—not just
the part that is my church, or Episcopalian, or Christian,
or people of faith, but everyone. Church reminds me that
I have a relationship with God. It is a weekly check-in on
that – a moment of contemplation in the midst of the chaos,
happiness, tragedy and routine that is life.
It was not always like this. Worship bored me for a
long time. The language of the church was not my language; it flowed over and around me but not through me.
When I was in my teens there were few people my own
age and no one with whom to talk it over. Church seemed
an imposition on my time and unrelated to anything in
my life and certainly did not seem to be a place where I
would achieve transformation of any sort—not that I did
not want or need it.
Now I have been attending regularly for about 10
years and irregularly for a few years before that beginning
not long after the birth of my younger son, now 14. I was
pulled back in through my family. But in spite of regular
attendance, children in Sunday school, husband in the
choir, it has not been until recently, within the last few
years, that I have begun to feel that church is really a place
I want to go, as opposed to a place I should go. (Spiritual
development? Check).
At its best church provides a safe haven of love if
you are in need of one (and who isn’t?), and from there a
springboard of love and imagination for the transformation of every individual. What would happen if we were
all spiritually transformed, and so moved beyond tolerance
to love, empathy and an understanding and acceptance
of those around us? And those farther from us? And of
those with whom we assume we cannot find any common
ground? It might not be the Kingdom of God, but it would
be close. There is a saying, “To understand is to forgive.”
Understanding is an act of love. Church at its best nurtures
and raises up that love, deepening our relationship with
God and with each other, allowing us to reach beyond
ourselves.
For me, worship was the jumping off point for this
place where I find myself, where I exist now in relationship
with God. Living—involvement—in a faith community
is similar to the push-pull compromises of family life; it
has been described variously as being “polished” or being
“ground down.” This is where the spiritual rubber meets
the road. How do we deal with each other? How do we
work out the little things: Will the choir wear robes? Or the
big things: How do we allocate funds, or find them?
Worship informs the rest of our lives: The point is that
we not only work things out, but with love and imagination we develop our understanding of each other, and
through that, our understanding of the “other” and so doing
strengthen our relationship with God.
Graves is a member of Christ Church, Poughkeepsie.
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More than a community center
with a cross on top
By the Rev. Daniel J. Webster

G

rowing up I was told by many authority figures if I didn’t go to church on
Sunday I would go to hell. Now that’s a
reason to go to church!
I have learned since then that there
are many other reasons.
Our Baptismal Covenant says, with
God’s help, we will “continue in the
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the
breaking of the bread and in the prayers.”
So we are saying that we will be faithful
to hearing the Word of God (in Scripture
and preaching), partaking in Holy Communion (fellowship and breaking of the
bread) and in praying for the Church, the
world and one another.
That Covenant is about beliefs and
actions. There are five questions about
what we will do as baptized members of
Christ’s body in the world. In addition to
being faithful about the Word, the community and Holy Eucharist, there are
questions about what is expected of us as
Christians.
I contend it is not possible for us to
live “the Good News of God in Christ,” to
love our neighbor as ourselves or “strive
for justice and peace among all people”
respecting the dignity of every person,
unless we are regularly fed by our faith
community.
Recently I heard a sermon quoting
the Rev. Canon Andy Dietsche who told a
diocesan gathering that going to church
was all about transformation. It was about
being transformed ourselves so that we in
turn can transform the world into God’s
kingdom. The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., called it building up the “beloved
community” of God.
In 1999 the preacher at my installation as rector of a church in California
told the story of someone walking through
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Why Do People go to Church?
The answers are as unique as the
individuals questioned
By the Rev. Winnie Varghese

World War II London during the German
blitzkrieg. A bombed-out church had
a sign posted over the open doorway:
“Enter at your own risk.”
He used that story to illustrate that
God can transform us in ways we might
not expect or imagine if we but cross that
open doorway. The preacher did not know
there was a woman hearing his words who
was broken and hurting. She had not been
to church in years. She had no idea why
she came to that service other than she
saw a story in the local newspaper that
made her curious.
Her continued participation in the
breaking of the bread and the prayers
brought her into reconciliation and into
community. It helped her heal. It helped
her transform her life and begin the journey toward wholeness.
If church is not a place where that
kind of transformation is possible then,
as the preacher in California said, we are
“nothing more than a community center
with a cross on top.”
The work we promise to do in the
Baptismal Covenant is hard work. We
need strength and nourishment to be
about that work. Teresa of Avila said
Christ has no hands in this world but ours.
We can find the kind of nourishment and
grace that is accessible in the Word, the
Sacrament and the fellowship so that we
can be about God’s business of building
the beloved community.
Webster is a member of St. Andrew’s,
New Paltz, where his wife, the Rev.
Gwyneth Murphy, is vicar. He is media
relations director for the National
Council of Churches, a Manhattan-based
ecumenical partnership of Christian
denominations in America.

B

arbara Brown Taylor writes in her
recent book Leaving Church: A Memoir of Faith of running her hand over the
exterior of a church building that would
be her new call and feeling the beginnings of love. For those of us who must
be in church on Sunday mornings the fact
that many fewer people every year go to
church on Sunday puts us outside of the
mainstream.
I work with college students who
do choose to attend regular Episcopal
services. I asked them. Why do you go to
church? I asked the question while on
a weekend retreat with the Community
of the Holy Spirit, an Episcopal women’s
spiritual order, in Brewster.
One student responded immediately:
“What else is there to do after you read the
Sunday comics?” We don’t have Sunday
comics in The New York Times, but the
student above had such a regular experience of church that is was for her, in her far
away home, simply the moment between
the Sunday comics and the substance of
the Sunday paper, reserved for post-Sunday service.
Another student responded that
the church he currently attends Sunday
morning does not treat him like a student.
They don’t ask about his classes or his
plans after college or assume he is too
busy or self-absorbed to volunteer. They
ask him about his week and sign him up
with everyone else. They treat him like a
person living fully now. Another said she
attend services in the chapel because it
is more comfortable to be around other
students.

One student said he has never found
community in church, but that he loves
the tradition within which he was raised,
and finds a particular, if somewhat, lonely
resonance in the liturgies and teachings
of the church. His friends, he said, have
always been people who do not identify
as believers in any sense.
A young woman said she goes for
the quiet.
Why do young people go to church?
For all the myriad reasons we older people
go to church. I personally find a stillness in
myself that comes at no other time in my
week. I love the fleeting connection and
familiarity I feel with strangers and friends
by way of music and shared public reading. The scriptures read aloud move me as
we repeat the stories of creation, blessing,
struggle, sacrifice and resurrection that
define the liturgy and our lives.
Why go to church? One student said
because there are people of so many ages,
so many interests and persuasions, people
we would never know otherwise. Where
else can you go where so many people
gather for such disparate reasons, from
such disparate experiences and attempt
to do something so utterly intimate together?
I go to church to be with these students who bless my life and this campus
community with their witness. In our
corner of the city, we exist as a church to
offer a hand to a fellow seeker.
Varghese is the Episcopal chaplain at
Columbia University.
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A Service to Commemorate the Bicentenary
of the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act
March 25, 1807
“The Transatlantic Slave Trade exceeded in number, brutality and organization anything
the world had previously seen. Over the course of four centuries some nine to 12 million
Africans were forcibly shipped from Africa across the Atlantic to colonies in North,
Central and South America and the Caribbean. The mortality rate of Africans during
the Atlantic crossing or ‘the Middle Passage’ was 10 to 20 percent on board ship.”
– From the Order of Service held at Westminster Abbey on Tuesday, March 27, 2007

By Carlos D. Prescod

O

n Sunday afternoon, Sept. 30, 2007 at historic St.
Philip’s Church in Harlem more than 1,000 people
assembled for an exciting, informative, reflective, energetic and inspiring service under the patronage of the
Rt. Rev. Mark S. Sisk, Bishop of New York, and the Rt.
Rev. Orris G. Walker, Jr., Bishop of Long Island, to commemorate the 200th anniversary of Britain’s Abolition of
the Slave Trade Act.
The service, organized by the Rt. Rev. E. Don Taylor, was
attended by parishioners and clergy from both dioceses,
many individuals from other denominations, and dignitaries from Africa, the Caribbean, England and Canada.
Throughout the service it was stressed that the story of
slavery cannot be told without acknowledging that many
whites were among the abolitionists and individuals who
supported the slaves in the Underground Railroad, as well
as in the struggles for freedom.

The Rt. Rev. E. Don Taylor, Vicar Bishop of New York, address the standing room only crowd during a service held at St. Philip’s Church, Harlem,
commemorating the 200th anniversary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act. Photo courtesy of the Church of St. Mark, Brooklyn.

A young member of the Shanto Ancestral Drummers marches
in procession. Photo by Lynette Wilson.

The Rev. Canon Dr. Kortright Davis, professor of theology at Howard University School of Divinity, delivered
the enlightening and inspiring sermon, which included
many historical references. The congregation burst into
thunderous applause at the conclusion of the sermon.
The service consisted of prayers, intercessions, the
reading of scripture, essays, including that of a famous
African slave, Olaudah Equiano, and a speech that
abolitionist William Wilberforce made in the House of
Commons on May 12, 1789. These were delivered by
clergy and parishioners from churches throughout the
two dioceses. These readings were interspersed with
enlightening hymns and music from Africa, England, the
Caribbean and of African-American origin. There was an
enactment of the slaves fleeing to freedom to the strains
of the spiritual “Steal Away” performed by the Charles
Moore Dance Company Youth Ensemble under the direction of Carol Lonnie. Baba Mpho, director of the Shanto
Ancestral Drummers, and also known as Menes De Griot,
was the storyteller giving an account of the strong leaders who fought off oppression in Cuba, Jamaica, Brazil,
St. Vincent, Guyana, etc. He also reminded us that our
ancestors were “captives,” not “slaves.”

The music was provided by the Handbell Choir of the
Church of the Good Shepherd, Bronx, under the direction
of Mrs. Grace Brown-Barton; the City South Steel Orchestra, Bronx, Mr. Patrick Gomes, director; the organist was
Mr. William Earle Randolph, Jr., the organist/choir director at the Church of the Intercession, Manhattan. The
soloists were Linda Thompson Williams, mezzo-soprano,
Geraldine McMillian, soprano, and Clinton Ingram, tenor,
accompanied by Tomoko Uchino, pianist.
This service was part of a commemorative trilogy, which included seven performances of the opera,
Margaret Garner, at the New York City Opera and the Memorial Dedication of the African Burial Ground National
Monument, which provides a permanent resting place
for the remains of African ancestors who built-up lower
Manhattan.
The Rt. Rev. E. Don Taylor, Vicar Bishop of New York,
prepared the service with my assistance. Parts of the service
were drawn from the official service held in Westminster
Abbey on March 27, 2007. A musical prelude preceded
the service.
Prescod is one of the directors of Music Ministries at the
Church of St. Mark, Brooklyn. He served as the service’s
music director/coordinator.
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H

istoric St. Philip’s Church was selected
to host service to commemorate the
Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave
Trade Act because, through its clergy and
congregation, it has been an institution of
major spiritual and civic importance in the Harlem
community.
The history of St. Philip’s Church dates back to 1704 when Elia
Neau, a former galley slave turned prosperous businessman,
opened a School for Negroes under the auspices of the Londonbased Missionary Society for the Propagation of the Gospel.
The congregation worshipped for almost a century under the
supervision of Trinity Church, Wall Street. In 1809, these AfricanAmerican parishioners formed their own community of worship:
The Free African Church of St. Philip, which laid the foundation
for what became St. Philip’s Episcopal Church in 1818, the first
African-American Episcopal parish in the city of New York.
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Over the years the congregation flourished
and by the 1950s, St. Philip’s was the largest
Christian congregation in the United States. St.
Philip’s has been at the vanguard of religious
and social activism beginning with the Rev. Peter Williams, Jr. a leading abolitionist and the
church’s first rector (1826-1840). Among many
endeavors to assist African-Americans, St. Philip’s purchased and
managed a cemetery for New York’s African-American residents.
The first church was on Centre Street. In 1822, a brick building
replaced the original wood frame church that was damaged by
fire. In 1834, irate whites vandalized the church and in 1863, New
York City Police used it as barracks for militia and police handling
draft riots. The present building is a New York City Designated
Landmark. It was designed in neo-Gothic style by the firm of
Tandy & Foster under the direction of the first African-American
licensed as an architect in New York. The church is also included
in the National and State Registers of Historic Places.

A packed house of clergy and parishioners gathered for the service to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act held in Harlem at St. Phillip’s Church in September.
Photo courtesy of the Church of St. Mark, Brooklyn.

Join the Circle

The Beijing Circles planning group invites you to attend the next
gathering of the Beijing Circles movement.
Beijing Circles is a tool which can help us educate ourselves
and one another about the issues affecting women
globally, and then to advocate within our church and
the world to bring about positive change.

Parishioners gathered outside St. Philip’s Church following the
service. Photo by Lynette Wilson.

The CIRCLE is the PROCESS
and the BEIJING PLatfORm is the CONtENt.
When: Feb 25 to March 2, 2008
(To coincide with the UNCSW)
Where: Episcopal Church Center
815 Second Avenue, New York City
Participants are responsible for their own travel,
room and board. Some meals will be provided.

For Registration and more information go to:
http://episcopalchurch.org/41685_73656_ENG_HTM.htm
Beijing
Circles or contact krobey@episcopalchurch.org

Women of Faith
Changing the World
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Namgyal Monks in Exile

Cathedral Hosts Exiled Tibetan Monks

A Namgyal monk working on the Kalacchakra sand mandala. Tibetans believe that all who participate
and watch the mandala process accumulate merit. The sand is traditionally made from ground precious
stones. Since each grain of sand is charged with the blessings of the ritual process, the entire sand
mandala embodies a vast store of spiritual energy. Photo by Lynette Wilson.

After the Chinese invasion of Tibet and the 1959 popular uprising, His Holiness the Fourteenth Dalai Lama and 100,000
Tibetans fled to India and Nepal, among them 55 monks
from Namgyal. Namgyal Monastery was re-established just
outside the residence of His Holiness in Dharamsala, India,
where the Namgyal artistic and intellectual traditions are
being preserved and continued today.

The finished Kalachakra sand mandala before the dissolution ceremony. The creation and destruction
of the mandala is a reminder of the profound Buddhist concept of impermanence. Photo by Brad Taylor/Jacquie Connors.

By Jonathan Korzen

T

he Cathedral welcomed the Namgyal Buddhist monks
of the Compassionate Mandala Tour from Nov. 3-11.
As part of the Compassionate Mandala Tour, the Namgyal monks of the private monastery of His Holiness the
14th Dalai Lama created a fantastically intricate Kalachakra
sand mandala, led meditation workshops and accompanied
exiled musician Tenizin Choegyal in a concert of traditional
Tibetan music
The Compassionate Mandala Tour is raising awareness
for Tibetan culture and The Tibetan Children’s Village in
Dharamsala, India. The Namgyal monks were exiled after
the Chinese invasion of Tibet.
The Tour also celebrates the Dalai Lama’s receipt of
the Congressional Gold Medal, the nation’s highest civic
honor. The award is in recognition of the Dalai Lama’s
advocacy of religious harmony, non-violence, and human
rights throughout the world, as well as for his efforts to find
a peaceful solution to the Tibet issue through dialogue with
Chinese leadership.

The sand used for the mandala. Photo by Lynette Wilson.

On Sunday, Nov. 11, the monks and Tenzin Choegyal
participated in the Cathedral’s 11 a.m. Choral Eucharist, and
followed the service with a solemn mandala dissolution ceremony and pilgrimage to the Pond in Morningside Park.
“Kalachakra” means “Wheel of Time.” It forms a part
of a system of teachings and practice conferred by the
Buddha to his disciples. Traditionally, public viewing of a
Kalachakra Mandala was closely guarded until the Dalai

Lama recognized misconceptions surrounding Tibetan Buddhist practices and decided to present the creation of sand
mandalas to the general public as a cultural offering.
The Kalachakra Mandala is the most complex of all
Tibetan sand mandalas and represents three mandalas
in one: 722 deities are portrayed in the form of miniature
human, animal, and flora forms; abstract pictographs; and
Sanskrit syllables within a circle about six-feet in diameter.
The sand is made from white stones ground and mixed with
opaque watercolors. Tibetans believe that anyone who
gazes on a sand mandala is blessed and a seed of compassion is awakened.
All proceeds from the Compassionate Mandala Tour
go to the Tibetan Children’s Village in Dharamsala, India.
More information about the tour can be found at www.
compassionatemandala.org.
Korzen is communications director for the Cathedral of St.
John the Divine.

Bishop Griswold Appointed Canon for International and Interfaith Ministry
By Jonathan Korzen

T

he Rt. Rev. Canon Frank T. Griswold, the former
presiding bishop of The Episcopal Church, USA, has
been appointed to the newly created position of Canon
for International and Interfaith Ministry by the Cathedral
Trustees. Griswold was installed on Dec. 1.
“This ministry is about building upon relationships,
and especially upon the work that Bishop Griswold has
been doing for some years to bring people of all faiths
together for reconciliation and justice without participating in divisiveness,” said Cathedral dean the Very Rev.
Dr. James A. Kowalski, adding that this new post is most
appropriate since the Cathedral is in one of the most
international cities in the world.
Griswold will work on a number of special events
at the Cathedral and abroad with themes of justice and
bringing people of multiple faiths to conversation.

“As presiding bishop, I have been privileged to travel
extensively in other parts of the world and to experience
the complex realities in which our brother and sister Anglicans live day-by-day,” Griswold said. “This has given
me an enlarged sense of what it means to be an Anglican
in a global context.”
Griswold was elected to a nine-year term as presiding bishop at the 1997 General Convention and invested
in January 1998. Before becoming presiding bishop, he
was bishop of Chicago (1987-1997) and bishop coadjutor (1985-1987). He was ordained in 1963 and served
three parishes in the Diocese of Pennsylvania before
being elected bishop.
Korzen is communications manager for the Cathedral of
St. John the Divine.
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Dec’07-Jan’08
The Cathedral Church of Saint John the Divine
1047 Amsterdam Avenue at 112th Street
New York, NY 10025
(212) 316-7540
www.stjohndivine.org
The Cathedral is in the midst of an ambitious and comprehensive cleaning and restoration after the 2001 fire. The Cathedral
will remain open, but public access will be limited in some
areas. We appreciate the cooperation and support of those
worshipping and visiting the Cathedral during this exciting
time of renewal. Please check the Cathedral’s website, www.
stjohndivine.org, or call the Visitor Center, (212) 316-7540, for
additional information.

Sunday Services
8 a.m. Morning Prayer & Holy Eucharist
9 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9:30 a.m. La Santa Eucaristia en Espanol
11 a.m. Sermon & Choral Eucharist
6 p.m. Choral Evensong

Daily Services
Monday–Saturday
8 a.m. Morning Prayer
8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
12:15 p.m. Holy Eucharist
5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer

Tickets and Reservations
Unless otherwise noted all events are free and do not require
tickets or reservations
*Performances: Tickets for all performances other than free or
“suggested contribution” events may be purchased from Ticket
Web, www.ticketweb.com or (866) 468-7619.
**Tours and Workshops: For more information and reservations please call (212) 932-7347. Participants in all programs
meet for registration at the Visitor Center inside the Cathedral
entrance, at Amsterdam Avenue at 112th Street.

Ongoing Tours & Events
Tours
The Public Education and Visitor Services Department offers
Cathedral Highlight, Vertical and Spotlight tours for the public.
For more information please call (212) 932-7347. All tours
meet for registration at the Visitor Center inside the Cathedral
entrance, at 112th Street & Amsterdam Avenue. Highlight tours:
$5 per person, $4 per student/senior; Vertical tours: $15 per
person, $10 per student/senior. Spotlight tours: $10 per person,
$8 per student/senior.
Highlight Tours
Tues. – Sat. 11 a.m.–noon & 1 p.m.–2pm; Sun. 1 p.m.–2 p.m.
Explore the Cathedral’s newly cleaned and magnificently
restored East End, Crossing, Great Choir, and seven Chapels of
Tongues. Learn about the art, architecture and history of this
great sacred space from 1892 to the present. No reservations
necessary.
Vertical Tours
Saturdays, Noon–1 p.m. & 2 p.m.–3 p.m.
Climb 124 feet through spiral stone staircases to the top of the
Cathedral. Get a look at the huge scale of the nave restoration
and study the grand architecture while standing on a buttress.
The tour culminates on the roof with a wonderful view of the
Morningside Heights area of Manhattan. Space is limited to 10
people, and reservations are recommended. Bring a flashlight.
Spotlight Tours
Select Sundays, 2 p.m.– 3 p.m.
Spotlight tours are especially created by senior Cathedral guides
to give visitors a closer look at some of the many wonderful,
unique aspects of the Cathedral’s extraordinary architecture.
Please see individual descriptions listed under each month for
more information.
Medieval Birthday Parties
Saturdays & Sundays, by availability
Celebrate your child’s birthday with a two-hour party in the
Medieval Arts Workshop, where children sculpt gargoyles,
weave, make brass rubbings, carve a block of limestone and
much more! For children ages 5 & up. Call the Public Education
& Visitor Services Department at (212) 932-7347 for more
information and reservations.

December
12th Annual Crafts Fair to benefit the Congregation of St.
Saviour
Synod House
Friday, November 30, 5 ¬– 9 p.m.
Saturday, December 1, 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sunday, December 2, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Admission $6 per day, $7 weekend pass.
An extraordinary show of talented crafts people selling their
wares – a ‘divine’ holiday shopping opportunity! Volunteers
welcome to help with the show. Contact Rich Whaley at richswhaley@aol.com. See a preview of the crafts online at www.
craftsatthecathedral.com.

Special Services, Performances and
Workshops
Installation of The Rt. Rev. Frank Griswald as Canon for International and Interfaith Mission and The Rev. Dr. Victoria Sirota as
Canon Pastor and Vicar of the Congregation of St. Saviour
Saturday, December 1, 10:30 a.m. with reception to follow
Fall Recital Series Concert: TetraWind Quartet
Sunday December 2, 2 p.m.
In the Chapel of St. Saviour
A woodwind quartet comprised of flute, oboe, clarinet and
bassoon, TetraWind is a classical music ensemble whose
thought-provoking, theme-based programs combine with
interactive presentations to create a revolutionary concert experience. With an emphasis on American music written throughout
the last century, TetraWind is committed to making even the
most complex compositions accessible to all listeners.
Paper Making Workshop
Saturday, December 8, 12:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Join artist and educator John Currie to learn the basic history
of paper by examining both Western and Eastern paper making
techniques. Cotton and other fibers will then be used to create
sheets for bookmaking, collage, and paper casts. Emphasis
will be placed on how to manipulate fiber to create simple and
elegant visual art pieces. Participants will also be given follow
up projects they can complete at home, and are encouraged
to bring collage or plant materials of their own to potentially
incorporate into their work. Space is limited to 10 people, and
reservations are required. $75 per person, materials included.
For more information and to make reservations, please call the
Public Education Department at 212-932-7347.
The Cathedral Christmas Concert
Saturday, December 8, 7:30 p.m.
Join the Cathedral Choristers and choir, Stewart Brass Works,
and special guest artists Three Mo’ Tenors as they usher in
the Christmas season with festive carols and seasonal music.
Johnson Flucker, conductor, and Timothy Brumfield, organist.
Paul Winter’s 28th Annual Solstice Concerts
Thursday, December 13, 8 p.m.
Friday, December 14, 8 p.m.
Saturday December 15, 2 p.m. & 8 p.m.
The Paul Winter Consort’s 2007 Winter Solstice Celebration will
showcase music from two new albums, and present special
guests Native American singer/drummer/flutist John-Carlos
Perea, and Brazilian singer/guitarist Renato Braz. The program
will premiere music from the Consort’s recently released
new album, CRESTONE, as well as songs from Renato Braz’
forthcoming North America debut album, RENATO. Featured
in the Solstice concerts will be long-time Consort players Paul
McCandless, on oboe and bass clarinet, and cellist Eugene
Friesen. Other Consort players will include pianist Paul Sullivan
and Cathedral organist Tim Brumfield.
Fool’s Mass
Sunday December 16, 7 p.m. in St. James Chapel
Fool’s Mass is staged by Dzieci (pronounced “djyeh-chee”), an
international experimental theater ensemble based in New York.
Midnight Mass is about to begin. The congregants are arriving.
Nervous choir members escort people to their seats and wander
about anxiously dusting the seats and muttering to themselves.
Then one discovers the priest has just died. So begins Fools’
Mass.

Kerstmis in Holland – 1550-1650
Early Music New York
Sunday, December 16, at 3 p.m.
Sunday, December 23, at 3 p.m. & 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Christmas Day, at 3 p.m. & 8 p.m.
Early Music New York’s soon to be released CD album, produced
in association with The Metropolitan Museum of Art in tandem
with the exhibition “The Age of Rembrandt,” will be debuted in
live performance – seasonal music Dutch settlers of Nieuw-Amsterdam would have known. Cantiones natalitiae (Latin songs)
and kerstliedjes (carols) for voices, variations for recorders by
Jacob van Eyck and Sweelinck, jaunty dances by Susato and
Phalese, as well as rowdy drinken liedeken ring in the New Year.
Join the artists in EM/NY’s traditional post-concert New Year
toast in the festooned Cathedral – gelukkig Nieuw Jaar!
Service of Lessons and Carols
Monday, December 24, 4 p.m.
The Christmas story for the whole family told through lessons,
carols, and puppetry, with music from the Cathedral Choristers.
Christmas Eve Eucharist
Monday, December 24, 10:30 p.m.
Celebrant and preacher: The Right Reverend Mark S. Sisk,
Bishop of New York. Music for choirs, brass and organ. Anthony
Piccolo: Canterbury Mass; James Bassi: Quem Pastores; and
other carols. With special guest Paul Winter.
Christmas Day Eucharist
Tuesday, December 25, 10:30 am
Celebrant and preacher: The Very Reverend James A. Kowalski,
Dean of the Cathedral Church. Please note that this is the only
service, and that there will be no tours on Christmas Day.
Annual New Year’s Eve Concert for Peace
Monday, December 31, 7:30 p.m.
Join conductor Johnson Flucker, and guest artists for an evening
of music, readings, and interfaith prayers as we look forward
to a time of peace on Earth. The featured work will be Aaron
Copeland’s Lincoln’s Portrait.

Spotlight Tours
On Common Ground: Spotlight on Faith Traditions
Sunday, December 9, 2 p.m.
Experience how the Cathedral stands as a “house of prayer for
all people.” View and discuss the parallels between holidays in
Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, and the Vedic traditions
as they are reflected in the Cathedral’s architecture and artwork.
Led by Cathedral Educator John Brooks. For more information
and reservations please call (212) 932-7347. All tours meet for
registration at the Visitor Center inside the Cathedral entrance,
at 112th Street & Amsterdam Avenue. Spotlight Tours are $10
per person, $8 for students and seniors.
Brilliant Walls of Light: Spotlight on Cathedral Windows
Sunday, December 16, 2 p.m.
Each chapel contains a unique style of stained glass. Explore
beautiful narrative and geometric windows by English and American firms and view the memorial to a stained glass artist. Led
by Senior Cathedral Guide John Simko. For more information
and reservations please call (212) 932-7347. All tours meet for
registration at the Visitor Center inside the Cathedral entrance,
at 112th Street & Amsterdam Avenue. Spotlight Tours are $10
per person, $8 for students and seniors.

Family Programs
Medieval Arts Family Workshop
Saturday, December 1, 10 a.m. – noon
In this signature workshop, children carve a block of limestone;
create medieval illuminated letters; design gargoyles, weave
and more! Recommended for ages 4 and up. $5 per child, with
accompanying adult. For more information and reservations
please call (212) 932-7347. All programs meet for registration
at the Visitor Center inside the Cathedral entrance, at 112 Street
& Amsterdam Avenue.
A Season of Lights: A Winter Solstice Celebration
Saturday, December 15, 10 a.m. – noon
In this special workshop, families brighten up their winter with
a reading of Nancy Luenn’s Celebrations of Light. They are then
off to the workshop to construct paper lanterns, drums, beeswax
candles and more! Recommended for ages 4 and up. $5 per
child, with accompanying adult. For more information and
reservations please call (212) 932-7347. All programs meet for
registration at the Visitor Center inside the Cathedral entrance,
at 112 Street & Amsterdam Avenue.

January
Mosaic Workshop
Saturday, January 12, 12:30 p.m. ¬- 4:30 p.m.
Join artist and educator Danielle Oteri for this special workshop
to learn about the craft of mosaic. Begin with a history and
overview of mosaics and then learn how to work in this ancient
medium. Using vitreous colored glass tile, participants will design, cut, place, and grout a decorative mosaic. Space is limited
to 10 people, and reservations are required. $70 per person,
includes all necessary materials. For more information and to
make reservations, please call the Public Education Department
at 212-932-7347.
Let My People Go: A Service of Liberation
A Celebration of Lessons and Carols Commemorating the Abolition of Transatlantic Slavery
Sunday, January 13, 3 p.m. followed by a Multi-Media Display
6 p.m. Evensong and Refreshments
Bishop Mark Sisk will be joined by actors, dancers, musicians,
readers and a mass choir in an interdenominational, cross-diocesan celebration of the bicentennial abolition of the transatlantic
slave trade. On display will be scenes from slavery in New York
from the New York and Brooklyn Historical Societies and clips
from the New York Reparations Committee’s resource guide to
Katrina Browne’s documentary, Traces of the Trade. Sponsoring
organizations include The Diocese of New York, The Diocese of
Long Island, The Diocese of Newark, The Diocese of New Jersey,
Social Justice Ministries, The Episcopal Church’s Washington office, Riverside Church, and The Cathedral of St. John the Divine.

Spotlight Tour
Signs and Symbols: Spotlight on Symbolism
Sunday, January 13, 2 p.m.
Explore the signs and symbols in the Cathedral and discover the
paintings, glass and stone. Learn how the legends have inspired
artists through the centuries. Led by Cathedral Guide Becca
Earley. For more information and reservations please call (212)
932-7347. All tours meet for registration at the Visitor Center
inside the Cathedral entrance, at 112th Street & Amsterdam
Avenue. Spotlight Tours are $10 per person, $8 for students
and seniors.

Family Programs
Camels & Kings: Celebrating the Epiphany
Saturday, January 5, 10 a.m. – noon
Families gather to explore the story surrounding the famous
journey of the three wise men, celebrated around the world. The
workshop begins with a story and then families make gift boxes,
costumes and sparkling crowns. Recommended for ages 4 and
up. $5 per child, with accompanying adult. For more information
and reservations please call (212) 932-7347. All programs
meet for registration at the Visitor Center inside the Cathedral
entrance, at 112 Street & Amsterdam Avenue.
Medieval Scribes: A Family Illumination and Bookmaking
Workshop
Saturday, January 19, 10 a.m. – noon
Utilize the tools and techniques of the medieval scribe to learn
about the evolution of book making. Bind a book, create an
illuminated letter, practice calligraphy and more! Recommended
for ages 4 and up. $5 per child with accompanying adult. For
more information and reservations please call (212) 932-7347.
All programs meet for registration at the Visitor Center inside the
Cathedral entrance, at 112 Street & Amsterdam Avenue.
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House of Bishops

Response to Questions and Concerns Raised by our Anglican Communion Partners
House of Bishops of The
Episcopal Church
New Orleans, Louisiana
September 25, 2007

A Response to Questions and
Concerns Raised by our Anglican
Communion Partners:

I

n accordance with Our Lord’s high priestly prayer that we be one, and in the spirit
of Resolution A159 of the 75th General
Convention, and in obedience to his Great
Commission to go into the world and make
disciples, and in gratitude for the gift of
the Anglican Communion as a sign of the
Holy Spirit’s ongoing work of reconciliation
throughout the world, we offer the following to The Episcopal Church, the Primates,
the Anglican Consultative Council (ACC),
and the larger Communion, with the hope
of “mending the tear in the fabric” of our
common life in Christ.
“I do it all for the sake of the Gospel so
that I might share in its blessings.”
1 Corinthians 9:23.

Introduction
The House of Bishops expresses sincere
and heartfelt thanks to the Archbishop
of Canterbury and members of the Joint
Standing Committee of the Anglican
Consultative Council and the Primates for
accepting our invitation to join us in New
Orleans. By their presence they have both
honored us and assisted us in our discernment. Their presence was a living reminder
of the unity that is Christ’s promised gift in
the power of the Holy Spirit.
Much of our meeting time was spent
in continuing discernment of our relationships within the Anglican Communion. We
engaged in careful listening and straightforward dialogue with our guests. We
expressed our passionate desire to remain
in Communion. It is our conviction that
The Episcopal Church needs the Anglican
Communion, and we heard from our guests
that the Anglican Communion needs The
Episcopal Church.
The House of Bishops offers the following responses to our Anglican Communion
partners. We believe they provide clarity
and point toward next steps in an ongoing
process of dialogue. Within The Episcopal
Church the common discernment of God’s
call is a lively partnership among laypersons, bishops, priests, and deacons, and
therefore necessarily includes the Presiding Bishop, the Executive Council, and the
General Convention.

Summary
• We reconfirm that resolution B033 of
General Convention 2006 (The Election
Of Bishops) calls upon bishops with jurisdiction and standing committees “to
exercise restraint by not consenting to
the consecration of any candidate to the
episcopate whose manner of life presents
a challenge to the wider church and will

lead to further strains on Communion.”
• We pledge as a body not to authorize
public rites for the blessing of same-sex
unions.
• We commend our Presiding Bishop’s plan
for Episcopal visitors.
• We deplore incursions into our jurisdictions by uninvited bishops and call for
them to end.
• We support the Presiding Bishop in seeking Communion-wide consultation in a
manner that is in accord with our constitution and canons.
• We call for increasing implementation
of the listening process across the Communion and for a report on its progress
to Lambeth 2008.
• We support the Archbishop of Canterbury
in his expressed desire to explore ways for
the Bishop of New Hampshire to participate in the Lambeth Conference.
• We call for unequivocal and active commitment to the civil rights, safety and
dignity of gay and lesbian persons.

Discussion

Resolution B033 of the 2006
General Convention
The House of Bishops concurs with
Resolution EC011 of the Executive Council.
This Resolution commends the Report of
the Communion Sub-Group of the Joint
Standing Committee of the Anglican
Consultative Council and the Primates of
the Anglican Communion as an accurate
evaluation of Resolution B033 of the 2006
General Convention, calling upon bishops
with jurisdiction and standing committees
“to exercise restraint by not consenting to
the consecration of any candidate to the
episcopate whose manner of life presents a
challenge to the wider church and will lead
to further strains on Communion.”[1] The
House acknowledges that non-celibate gay
and lesbian persons are included among
those to whom B033 pertains.

Blessing of Same-Sex Unions
We, the members of the House of
Bishops, pledge not to authorize for use in
our dioceses any public rites of blessing of
same-sex unions until a broader consensus
emerges in the Communion, or until General Convention takes further action. In the
near future we hope to be able to draw upon
the benefits of the Communion-wide listening process. In the meantime, it is important
to note that no rite of blessing for persons
living in same-sex unions has been adopted
or approved by our General Convention. In
addition to not having authorized liturgies
the majority of bishops do not make allowance for the blessing of same-sex unions.
We do note that in May 2003 the primates
said we have a pastoral duty “to respond
with love and understanding to people of
all sexual orientations.” They further stated,
“[I]t is necessary to maintain a breadth of
private response to situations of individual
pastoral care.”

Episcopal Visitors
We affirm the Presiding Bishop’s plan
to appoint Episcopal visitors for dioceses
that request alternative oversight. Such
oversight would be provided by bishops
who are a part of and subject to the communal life of this province. We believe this
plan is consistent with and analogous to
Delegated Episcopal Pastoral Oversight
(DEPO) as affirmed by the Windsor Report
(paragraph 152). We thank those bishops
who have generously offered themselves
for this ministry. We hope that dioceses will
make use of this plan and that the Presiding Bishop will continue conversation with
those dioceses that may feel the need for
such ministries. We appreciate and need to
hear all voices in The Episcopal Church.

Incursions by Uninvited Bishops
We call for an immediate end to diocesan incursions by uninvited bishops
in accordance with the Windsor Report
and consistent with the statements of
past Lambeth Conferences and the Ecumenical Councils of the Church. Such
incursions imperil common prayer and
long-established ecclesial principles of our
Communion. These principles include respect for local jurisdiction and recognition
of the geographical boundaries of dioceses
and provinces. As we continue to commit
ourselves to honor both the spirit and the
content of the Windsor Report, we call
upon those provinces and bishops engaging in such incursions likewise to honor
the Windsor Report by ending them. We
offer assurance that delegated Episcopal
pastoral care is being provided for those
who seek it.

Communion-wide Consultation
In their communiqué of February
2007, the primates proposed a “pastoral
scheme.” At our meeting in March 2007,
we expressed our deep concern that this
scheme would compromise the authority of
our own primate and place the autonomy
of The Episcopal Church at risk. The Executive Council reiterated our concerns and
declined to participate. Nevertheless, we
recognize a useful role for Communionwide consultation with respect to the
pastoral needs of those seeking alternative
oversight, as well as the pastoral needs of
gay and lesbian persons in this and other
provinces. We encourage our Presiding
Bishop to continue to explore such consultation in a manner that is in accord with our
constitution and canons.

The Listening Process
The 1998 Lambeth Conference called
all the provinces of the Anglican Communion to engage in a “listening process”
designed to bring gay and lesbian Anglicans
fully into the Church’s conversation about
human sexuality. We look forward to receiving initial reports about this process at
the 2008 Lambeth Conference and to participating with others in this crucial enterprise.

We are aware that in some cultural contexts
conversation concerning homosexuality is
difficult. We see an important role for the
Anglican Consultative Council (ACC) in
this listening process, since it represents
both the lay and ordained members of our
constituent churches, and so is well-placed
to engage every part of the body in this
conversation. We encourage the ACC to
identify the variety of resources needed to
accomplish these conversations.

The Lambeth Conference
Invitations to the Lambeth Conference are extended by the Archbishop of
Canterbury. Those among us who have
received an invitation to attend the 2008
Lambeth Conference look forward to that
gathering with hope and expectation. Many
of us are engaged in mission partnerships
with bishops and dioceses around the world
and cherish these relationships. Lambeth
offers a wonderful opportunity to build on
such partnerships.
We are mindful that the Bishop of New
Hampshire has not yet received an invitation to the conference. We also note that the
Archbishop of Canterbury has expressed a
desire to explore a way for him to participate. We share the archbishop’s desire and
encourage our Presiding Bishop to offer our
assistance as bishops in this endeavor. It is
our fervent hope that a way can be found
for his full participation.

Justice and Dignity for Gay and
Lesbian Persons
It is of fundamental importance that,
as we continue to seek consensus in matters
of human sexuality, we also be clear and
outspoken in our shared commitment to establish and protect the civil rights of gay and
lesbian persons, and to name and oppose at
every turn any action or policy that does violence to them, encourages violence toward
them, or violates their dignity as children of
God. We call all our partners in the Anglican
Communion to recommit to this effort. As
we stated at the conclusion of our meeting
in March 2007: “We proclaim the Gospel of
what God has done and is doing in Christ,
of the dignity of every human being, and
of justice, compassion and peace. We proclaim the Gospel that in Christ there is no
Jew or Greek, no male or female, no slave
or free. We proclaim the Gospel that in
Christ all God’s children, including women,
are full and equal participants in the life of
Christ’s Church. We proclaim the Gospel
that in Christ all God’s children, including
gay and lesbian persons, are full and equal
participants in the life of Christ’s Church.
We proclaim the Gospel that stands against
any violence, including violence done to
women and children as well as those who
are persecuted because of their differences,
often in the name of God.”
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Viewpoints
As in every instance of trial or controversy two dominant sides inevitably emerge, and so it is with the issues that have engulfed
The Episcopal Church over the past five years. Without at least an attempt at understanding divergent points of view, it’s easy to dismiss
and/or ridicule the often emotionally charged opinions of the other person. In order to foster a spirit of understanding and acceptance,
not necessarily agreement, the ENY has invited two priests of differing views to share their personal response to the actions taken
by the House of Bishops at its September meeting in New Orleans.
These are their opinions, not the opinions of the institutions or organizations they represent.

By the Rev. Dr. Clair McPherson

A

t the outset I must clarify something.
I have been invited to express the liberal position, but I cannot defend a “liberal”
as opposed to a “conservative” position
on much of anything. I believe those two
paradigms are obsolete, more obsolete
than “Democrat” and “Republican” in
American politics. When paradigms grow
obsolescent it is time to discover relevant
and useful ones.
Rather, I want to argue for the traditionalist point of view on this (as on many)
questions. I believe the traditionalist view
would be as follows: Practicing homosexuals should be admitted to the service
order of bishops if they really want to and
their diocese calls them; the American
Church has betrayed tradition by allowing
a pseudo-traditionalist segment to dictate
terms; the Episcopacy is not an honor or
a privilege, it is an order of service–both
sides of the controversy have obscured
this essential point; and, finally and most
importantly, homosexual practice is not
sinful, wrong, or in any way opposed to the
order God imposed on the cosmos.
I write all this not in anger but in sadness. I regret that we have not stood up
to the pseudo-conservative elements that
truly have betrayed our tradition, in our
traditionally bold and clear way. I regret
that we did not see a bluff for what it was
and call it, and see a bully for what he is
and check him.
The time has come, is overdue, to say
not that homosexuals deserve care and so
on; that is a truism for Christianity. What
needs to be said, and has not, is that homosexuality is not wrong, sinful, or contrary to
the will of God. The other side has claimed
to know God’s will; then again it often does,
it also quotes a great deal of scripture.
Many protest that tradition has always
condemned homosexuality. That is not
factual, but factuality is not the primary
weakness in that argument. This brings me
to my first point–the genuine nature of our
tradition. Anglican tradition is dynamic,
not static. In fact, it has been traditional

By Jacob Smith

in Anglicanism to blaze ethical trails. The
American Church has been exemplary in
this. This Church was among the first voices
to condemn slavery; to challenge unjust
laws and champion equal rights legislation;
and to support the overdue emancipation
of women from a patriarchal hegemony
and to admit women to the service orders
of deacon, bishop and priest. For that matter, Anglicanism offered a vernacular Mass
some 400 years before Roman Catholicism
saw that fairly obvious light.
Two ancillary issues now emerge. First,
can it be that ethics changes? Of course
it can. Ethics is the science of right and
wrong, not right and wrong itself, and our
understanding grows and deepens. That is
why we now ordain African-Americans and
women, whereas at one point both would
have been considered quite immoral, quite
wrong, and definitely sinful by the majority.
The fact that this seems absurd today should
not mitigate its historical reality.
Second, the action of the American
Church has primarily been based upon the
principle of unity. Ordinarily, that is a good
thing, but never, ever, when it has come
to an ethical matter of this moment. Our
tradition is to sacrifice unity for the larger
principles of justice and of self-denying love
whenever these come into conflict with it. I
am proud of that, and uncomfortable with
the recent decisions.
McPherson is a professor in the Gallatin
School at New York University specializing
in ancient and medieval studies; an adjunct
professor of theology at Fordham University, Bronx, adjunct faculty member at The
General Theological Seminary, Manhattan; and priest associate at Church of the
Transfiguration, Manhattan. He also serves
on the ENY editorial board.

I

want to first thank the bishops of New
York for their hard work and pastoral sensitivity during this difficult time in the life of
The Episcopal Church. In this brief article I
will use the words “conservative” and “liberal” to identify the two diverse positions
within our church. However, I feel these
words are weak adjectives that do nothing
more than give us the opportunity during
this tense time of debate to automatically
brush off the other voice. Many conservatives believe that the debate over rites for
same-sex blessings and the consecration of
bishops living in same-sex unions is over.
Indeed these blessings are happening in
dioceses across the country, the Very Rev.
Tracy Lind, a candidate for the bishop in
Chicago is a partnered lesbian, and the
presiding bishop has made it clear that
although there may be a brief pause there
will be no going back on these issues.
What I think conservatives were looking for from New Orleans was clarity on the
four requests made by the primates at Dar
es Salaam. I think Bishop James Stanton
of Dallas summarized the feeling of many
conservatives in The Episcopal Church
when he wrote in his pastoral letter: “I do
not believe the answers requested by the
primates have been given… I do not believe
we have moved very far—if at all—from
where we were before this meeting.”
At Dar es Salaam, the primates requested the House of Bishops to respond
to four concerns:
1.That the bishops will not authorize any
rite of blessing same-sex unions.
2.That they confirm the adoption of B033.
3.That they suspend all legal actions regarding property and other matters arising out
of the current conflict.
4.That they cooperate with a pastoral council, consisting of persons nominated by the
primates, the Archbishop of Canterbury,
and the presiding bishop, that would arrange alternate primatial and Episcopal
oversight for parishes and dioceses within
and outside The Episcopal Church.
For conservatives in The Episcopal
Church, the bishops’ responses to these
requests ring very hollow. Regarding
a rite for blessing same-sex unions, the
primates requested a ban on them. While
the House of Bishops pledged “as a body”
not to authorize these blessings until General Convention takes further action, they
still left open a possibility by encouraging
private responses for pastoral care. The
Rev. Susan Russell president of Integrity, a
nonprofit lesbian, gay, bi-sexual and transgendered organization of Episcopalians and

their straight friends, after Bishop Bruno’s
statement that same-sex unions do not occur in his diocese without his permission,
confirmed that same-sex blessings happen
all of the time in the diocese of Los Angeles
and rites have been authorized by at least
11 dioceses. Conservatives also see the Very
Rev. Tracy Lind’s nomination for bishop of
Chicago as either a way to challenge B033
before General Convention, or an un-pastoral nomination because if elected she
cannot receive consents.
Dar es Salaam concerns three and four
were The Episcopal Church’s best way of
maintaining unity with many conservatives,
and preventing or at least slowing down
their mass exodus out of the church. Unfortunately, the House of Bishops did nothing
to address the issues of the lawsuits that
are bankrupting our church of its valuable
resources. The presiding bishop only intensified the issue for many conservatives,
days later, when she declared that those
parishes who buy their property from The
Episcopal Church cannot associate with another Anglican body. The presiding bishop’s
proposal for dioceses uncomfortable with
her leadership was not even close to the Dar
es Salaam proposal. The House of Bishop’s
proposal did not include any insight from
those requesting the alternative oversight,
and it is insufficient from a conservative
perspective because the dioceses making
the request already have Episcopal oversight; they want a different primate.
It appears to me that the diverse center,
which at one time was a very broad and a
much celebrated aspect of our church, is
becoming smaller as more clergy and laity
want to conclude the dialogue on the role
of non-celibate gays and lesbians within
our church, with a definitive answer. Many
conservatives in The Episcopal Church saw
the House of Bishop’s response as not being sufficient and will probably continue
to leave. It is my hope and prayer that the
church will stay together, however, I believe
that people should follow their conscience
and go where they can live unto their vocations while at the same time being able to
sleep at night. As a “conservative,” while not
always agreeing with my bishops, I see my
vocation right now as remaining around the
table, carrying on the dialogue and to love
and pray for my bishops as they, guided by
the Holy Spirit, try and navigate our church
through this difficult time.
Smith is curate at Calvary St. George’s,
Manhattan.
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MOTHER TERESA: COME BY MY LIGHT
THE PRIVATE WRITINGS OF THE SAINT
OF CALCUTTA
BY BRIAN KOLODIEJCHUK
DOUBLEDAY, 416 PAGES.
Reviewed by the Rev. Dr. Charles R. Colwell

T

he airways have been buzzing these past few months
with the release of Mother Teresa: Come by my Light,
the startling collection of Mother Teresa’s personal
letters compiled by Father Brian Kolodiejchuk, who
promoted Mother Teresa’s cause for sainthood and
directs the Mother Teresa of Calcutta Center.
I have just finished reading these tough, painful
revelations of Mother Teresa’s doubt in God’s existence which she endured for nearly 50 years. Shortly
after Teresa went to serve in the slums of Calcutta she
wrote: “Where is my faith? Even deep down there is
nothing but emptiness and darkness. If there is a God
please forgive me.” Eight years later she wrote: “I feel
repulsed, empty, no faith, no love, no zeal.” Nearly 20
years later she wrote of similar feelings which had continued throughout the many decades: “If there is hell
– this must be one. How terrible it is to be without God
– no prayer, no faith – no love.”
I was excited to read of her doubts, because, I
believe that doubt is an important element in faith and
not its opposite. As I read the book, however, I felt increasingly depressed and unsettled. Fr. Kolodiejchuk,
the Vatican, and numerous high-level church prelates
have praised this book as a statement of great faith in the
face of the dark night of the soul. By the time I turned
the last page I felt sad and then angry.

FOR THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO
BY DAN KARSLAKE
RUNNING TIME 97 MINUTES
For screenings or more information visit:
www.forthebibletellsmeso.org
By the Rt. Rev. Catherine S. Roskam

T

he documentary For the Bible Tells Me So chronicles
the difficult emotional and spiritual journey of five
Christian families as each comes to terms with the fact
that one of their children is gay or lesbian. Although from
different Christian traditions, all have in the past accepted
the teaching that homosexuality is a sin because “the Bible
tells me so.” When faced with the disconnect between what
they have been taught about homosexuality and what the
children they love are telling them, the family members respond along a spectrum between rejection and acceptance,
for the most part moving toward greater acceptance, if not
total acceptance, over time.
Grappling with homosexuality has deepened the families’ faith, as well as spurred some members to activism. In
one of the most riveting scenes, a Lutheran couple marching
with arms around their gay son attempt to confront James
Dobson and Focus on the Family with the truth of their
own experience.
Tangentially, the movie functions as something of an
exposé, revealing the millions of dollars Dobson and others
make from frequent, negative preaching about homosexuality. Ironically, Dobson has absolutely no education or
credentials that qualify him to advise families about how
to raise their children. Anyone is welcome to express his
opinion, of course, but one ought not to pretend to have
an expertise one does not have. Such misrepresentation

can have tragic consequences, as one storyline sadly demonstrates.
In the film, religious figures such as Desmond Tutu,
Harvard theologian Peter Gomes and Jimmy Creech, who
work for gay and lesbian equality, challenge the negative
preaching.
Episcopalians will be particularly interested in the account of Gene Robinson and his family, from his boyhood
to his becoming the openly gay bishop of New Hampshire
(Robinson is in a committed relationship).
Karslake doesn’t hide his point of view, but to his
credit the movie includes a family that does not entirely
share that view, but in the end settles the tension between
disapproval and love.
Artistically, the film might have benefited from a more
generous budget and better editing. And despite the subject, long a hot button issue in Christian circles, interest lags
from time to time. Despite these drawbacks, For the Bible
Tells Me So is a must-see for Episcopalians interested in the
Church’s current controversies. In addition, members of the
Anglican Communion would do well to see this film as an
example of a tangible way of engaging in the conversation
about human sexuality.
Roskam is bishop suffragan for the diocese.

My take is that Mother Teresa was clinically depressed
for much of these 50 years. Granted, in those early years
there was little effective treatment known for depression,
certainly it predated the discovery of anti-depressant drugs.
I can’t blame anyone for not identifying her condition then,
but, for Fr. Kolodiejchuk and other religious people to tout
Mother Teresa’s letters as evidence of her faith in the face of
such bleakness and emptiness and to hold them up as meritorious is, in my opinion, to over-spiritualize a tragedy and
to turn something ugly into a saintly activity. No wonder
non-Christians think we pit religion against science.
I must hasten to add that I have no difficulty in calling
Mother Teresa a saint. My God, she hung in and hoped
for an awareness of God to the end, which I am sure she
now has. Her work in India and around the world is certainly worthy of sainthood. My argument isn’t with Mother
Teresa. I have only the highest regard for her. My argument is with Fr. Kolodiejchuk and the church in our day
shamefully missing the boat and glorifying her depression.
God bless Mother Teresa and God bless anti-depressants.
Colwell is the rector at The Church St. Barnabas, Irvington-on-Hudson. He has just completed a book, Collision of
Worlds: A Priest’s Life. He is also founder and president of
The Center for Jewish-Christian-Muslim Understanding.
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RENEWAL IN THE WILDERNESS: A SPIRITUAL
GUIDE TO CONNECTING WITH GOD IN THE
NATURAL WORLD
BY JOHN LIONBERGER
SKYLIGHT PATHS PUBLISHING, 158 PAGES
Reviewed by the Rev. Stephen C. Holton

C

an you remember the last time you really felt
your faith or experienced God?
In Renewal in the Wilderness, John Lionberger’s
account of personal and shared wilderness adventures, he urges the reader to “go to the top of
the visible rise and take (yourself) to meet (your)
faith.”
From the deserts of the Southwest to the boundary waters of Minnesota, Lionberger and others have
observed God. Nature is God’s prophecy, needless of
Word, Sacrament or hallowed walls.
Go to the wilderness to find your deepest, truest
self. It is in the wilderness—removed from the stresses and strains and identities of modern life—that we
are restored, mind, body and spirit, into the creatures
God made us to be. The wilderness, Lionberger
maintains, promises a meeting with God.
Through personal wilderness experiences,
Lionberger and his participants persuade the reader
to abandon all preconceptions of God—the Sunday
school stories; images of God as a white-bearded man
with a booming voice—and in doing so experience
God in a hummingbird, in the trees, the mountains
or on a river or an icy lake. Believers and nonbelievers, priests and atheists, find transformation in these
experiences.
Like Jesus we are driven into the wilderness. We
are driven by a deep desire to find out who we are,

Take a hike!
Inspired by Renewal in the Wilderness? Visit
the New York-New Jersey Trail Conference,
www.nynjtc.com, for outdoor getaways
easily accessible by car or Metro-North and
PATH trains. Talk to outdoorsmen in your
parish who might offer advice or invite you
on their next outing. And if you just cannot
get out of the city, take a walk in the park.

Visit Renewal in the Wilderness online
at www.renewalinthewilderness.org
to buy the book or to book your
wilderness adventure.

GRACE (EVENTUALLY): THOUGHTS OF FAITH
BY ANNE LAMOTT
RIVERHEAD BOOKS, 272 PAGES
Reviewed by Sarah Condon

I

picked up Grace (Eventually), the third book in Anne
Lamott’s trilogy of spiritual memoirs, with great trepidation. Lamott began the series with the powerfully raw
Traveling Mercies, in which she offered a radiant account
of her own stumbling journey toward Christ. If you haven’t
read it, you should. However, the second book, Plan B,
read like a self-serving political rant against the Bush
Administration. If you haven’t read it, don’t. In the true
spirit of Lamott’s philosophy on life, you should save those
moments of yours.
In Grace, Lamott, thankfully, returns with the same
sort of stripped-down honesty that made her so likable in
Traveling Mercies. Her warm, funny vignettes about her
life of faith make her a great memoirist and an approachable conveyor of the Christian journey. Lamott brings her
readers into a more matured spirituality in this latest book.
Weighty issues like mothering a teenager, being a difficult
parishioner and struggling with aging-body issues, are
all addressed with the humorous poignancy that make
Lamott’s writing such an honest pleasure. It is a joy to see
her continuing on this journey; each page reads as a gift,
leading you further into the depths of her relatable story.
But as enjoyable as it is to read observations of Lamott’s
day-to-day existence, her writing shines when she cracks
open those intimate, painful moments of her life and allows the reader to join her. In one of the book’s strongest

passages, Lamott writes about being asked to help a very
sick friend have a comfortable death. The chapter reads
like a love letter to the messy moments of death and dying.
Lamott beckons the reader to be at the deathbed with her
and offers herself as witness to the shared human experience of a life ending: It’s about how slowly it can end, all
the folks left behind, and all the joy and pain that follows.
It is Lamott at her best, telling a beautifully simple story
about our common humanity.
Having been so disappointed with the second book, I
was more than a little hesitant to dive into Grace. But once I
took the plunge, I was never so happy to be so wrong about
a book. It is filled with rich stories that could all stand on
their own. The narrative guarantees more than one spell
of laughter and numerous moments of reflection. Lamott’s
writing is at once holy, human and wholly human. Her personal account of life and faith calls on readers to step more
fully into awareness of the Divine in their own lives.
Condon is the receptionist for the diocese. She is a member
of The Church of the Good Shepherd, Manhattan, and
is married to the Rev. Josh Condon, assistant at Christ and
St. Stephen’s, Manhattan.
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who God is, and where we fit into the universe–body
and spirit. Still the traveler needs be open to the
adventure and to ask God to reveal himself. Wait
past the boredom. Expect nature in its vast glory
to remind you of your own insignificance. It’s only
when your pride has been stripped away that God
can get through to you. Watch God unfold in Renewal
in the Wilderness and then set about on your own
renewal.
Go so you can lose yourself. Go so you can find
yourself. Go so you can find God in the moments of
extreme exertion that life in the wilderness forces
upon our deskbound bodies. Having ventured to our
limits and found God we can return renewed and
ready to better face our own complicated world.
My only complaint with Renewal in the Wilderness is that it doesn’t tell us how to continue to live the
wilderness experience in our everyday lives. However, I would offer that, like Jesus, when he came out
of his wilderness, we can use our own renewed selves
to renew and bless and heal others and by doing so
hang on to that sense of God’s presence.
The world is not the center, but rather the edge.
We live on that edge and look to the center for guidance and to make sense of our existence. Go out into
the wilderness and find your center. Renewal in the
Wilderness is an important reminder of the beauty
that lies at the oft unseen center.
Holton is the rector at St. Paul’s On-the-Hill,
Ossining, and chair of the Diocesan Committee
on the Environment.
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Bishops’ Visitation Schedule
DECEMBER 2 (1 Advent)
Bishop Sisk: Saint Thomas New Windsor in a.m.,
and Christ Church, Sparkill in p.m.
Bishop Roskam: Epiphany, Manhattan
Bishop Taylor: Saint Andrew, Beacon
DECEMBER 7
Bishop Sisk: Saint Mary the Virgin, Manhattan
DECEMBER 9 (2 Advent)
Bishop Sisk: Saint Martha, Bronx, and
Saint Simeon, Bronx
Bishop Roskam: Christ the King, Stone Ridge
Bishop Taylor: Grace Church, Middletown
DECEMBER 16 (3 Advent)
Bishop Sisk: Christ Church, Suffern
Bishop Roskam: Saint Mark in the Bowery,
Manhattan
Bishop Taylor: Christ Church, Tarrytown, and
San Marcos, Tarrytown

DECEMBER 23 (4 Advent)
Bishop Sisk: St. Luke’s, Beacon
Bishop Roskam: Saint Paul, Bronx
Bishop Taylor: Buen Pastor, Newburgh

JANUARY 20 (2 Epiphany)
Bishop Sisk: St. Ann for the Deaf, Manhattan
Bishop Roskam: In India
Bishop Taylor: Pending

FEBRUARY 17 (2 Lent)
Bishop Sisk: Ascension, Mt. Vernon
Bishop Roskam: St. Peter’s, Peekskill
Bishop Taylor: St. Mary’s, Tuxedo Park

DECEMBER 24 Christmas Eve
Bishop Sisk: Cathedral
Bishop Roskam: Cathedral
Bishop Taylor: Cathedral

JANUARY 27 (3 Epiphany)
Bishop Sisk: No visitation
Bishop Roskam: Pending
Bishop Taylor: St. John’s (Getty Square), Yonkers

FEBRUARY 24 (3 Lent)
Bishop Sisk: Good Shepherd, Manhattan
Bishop Roskam: Christ, Marlboro
Bishop Taylor: Grace Point, Jervis

JANUARY 6 (Epiphany)
Bishop Sisk: Holy Apostles, Manhattan
Bishop Roskam: St. Luke/St. Martin, Manhattan
Bishop Taylor: Good Shepherd, Roosevelt Island

FEBRUARY 3 (Last Epiphany)
Bishop Sisk: St. Margaret’s, Bronx
Bishop Roskam: St. Mark’s, Yonkers
Bishop Taylor: St. Peter’s, Bronx

JANUARY 13 (1 Epiphany)
Bishop Sisk: St. Simon, New Rochelle
Bishop Roskam: In India
Bishop Taylor: No visitation

FEBRUARY 10 (1 Lent)
Bishop Sisk: St Barnabas’, Ardsley
Bishop Roskam: Church of St John, Paul,
& Clement, Mt. Vernon
Bishop Taylor: St Margaret’s, Staatsburg

The Calendar of Intercession
For the following list of intercessions, major Prayer Book feast days have been included with a simple petition that relates in some way to themes
of the day. Lessser feasts have been included where the feast day pertains to an issue especially important to The Episcopal Diocese of New York,
or when the feast day is for a person who spent a part of his or her ministry in this diocese.
In public prayer the reader may wish to bid the prayers as follows.
When a church is listed: In the Diocesan cycle of prayer we pray for the mission and witness of [church’s name].
When a committee or institution is listed: In the Diocesan cycle of prayer we pray for the work and ministry of [name of the committee or institution].
December

1 On World AIDS Day we pray for the
work of the Diocesan Episcopal AIDS
Committee and for those around the
world who live with HIV or AIDS.
2 Good Shepherd, Roosevelt Island
3 St. Ambrose’s Church, Manhattan
4 Grace Church, City Island, The Bronx
5 St. Luke’s Church, The Bronx
6 St. Andrew’s Church, Staten Island
7 St. John’s Church, New City
8 The Church of Saint Mary the Virgin,
Manhattan
9 St. Matthew’s Church, Bedford
10 St. Luke’s Church, Katonah
11 St. James’ Church, North Salem
12 Christ Church, Tarrytown
13 St. John the Evangelist, Barrytown
14 Holy Trinity Church, Pawling
15 The Church of the Good Shepherd,
Newburgh
16 The Church of the Holy Cross, Kingston
17 Grace Church, Monroe
18 The Chaplaincy at Vassar College
19 The Diocesan Clergy Critical Needs
Committee
20 St. Luke’s School, Manhattan
21 On the feast day for Saint Thomas
the Apostle we pray for persistence in
times of doubt.
22 The Cathedral of Saint John the Divine
23 The Leadership Development Commission
24 The Seamen’s Church Institute
25 On The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus
Christ we give thanks for the Word
made Flesh.
26 On the feast day for Saint Stephen we
pray for all who work on behalf of the
poor and the outcast.

27 On the feast day for Saint John we pray
for the vision of the Diocese.
28 On the feast day for The Holy Innocents we pray especially for children at
risk or in any kind of danger.
29 Children’s Ministries of the Diocese
30 The Property Support Committee of
the Diocese
31 All young adults in the diocese and
those who work in young adult ministries
January

1 On The Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, we pray for increased faithfulness in the new year.
2 St. Paul’s Church, Tivoli
3 All Angels’ Church, Manhattan
4 Grace Church, Manhattan
5 St. Andrew’s Church, Manhattan
6 On The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus
Chris,; we pray that we may share the
light of Christ in the world.
7 St. Mary’s Church, Manhattanville,
Manhattan
8 Grace Church, West Farms, The Bronx
9 On the feast day for Julia Chester Emery, we pray for the continuing mission
of the diocese.
10 St. Paul’s Church, The Bronx
11 St. John’s Church, Staten Island
12 Committee for Campus Ministry
13 All Saints’ Church, Briarcliff Manor
14 St. John’s Church, Larchmont
15 On the feast day for Martin Luther
King, Jr. we pray that we may we also
work for peace and justice.
16 The Anti-Racism Committee of the
Diocese
17 Grace Church, White Plains

18 On The Confession of Saint Peter the
Apostle we pray that may we also be
bold in our faith.
19 St. Andrew’s Church, Beacon
20 The General Theological Seminary of
the Episcopal Church
21 Mision El Buen Pastor, Newburgh
22 Christ Church, Marlboro
23 The Companion Diocese Committee
24 Trinity Church, Saugerties
25 On The Conversion of Saint Paul the
Apostle we pray that may we too may
be open to the power of the Holy Spirit.
26 The Church of Christ the King, Stone
Ridge
27 Ascension & Holy Trinity Church, West
Park
28 St. Gregory’s Church, Woodstock
29 The Bishops of the Episcopal Diocese
of New York
30 On the feast day for Charles I of
England and Scotland, we pray that
may we be bold and courageous in our
faith.
31 The Brotherhood of Saint Gregory
February

1 Zion Parish, Wappingers Falls
2 On The Presentation of Our Lord Jesus
Christ in the Temple, we pray that we
might present ourselves to God with
pure and clean hearts.
3 On the feast day for Anskar, Archbishop of Hamburg, Missionary to
Denmark and Sweden, we pray for all
mission efforts of the diocese.
4 All Saints’ Church, Manhattan
5 The Church of the Heavenly Rest,
Manhattan

6 St. Ann’s Church for the Deaf, Manhattan
7 The Chaplaincy at Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson
8 The Haitian Congregation, The Bronx
9 St. Margaret’s Church, The Bronx
10 St. Mary’s Church, Castleton, Staten
Island
11 The Episcopal New Yorker Editorial
Advisory Board
12 Christ Church, Bronxville
13 On the feast day for Absalom Jones we
give thanks for those who have worked
to destroy racism.
14 Trinity Church, Ossining
15 The Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission
16 St. Luke’s Church, Beacon
17 Chaplaincies with emergency workers,
firefighters and public safety officers
18 St. George’s Church, Newburgh
19 St. Paul’s Church, Ossining
20 The Commission on Ministry
21 Episcopal Social Services
22 St. Matthew’s & St. Timothy’s Church,
Manhattan
23 St. Mary’s-in-Tuxedo Preschool, Tuxedo Park
24 On the feast day for Saint Matthias the
Apostle, we pray that we might be alert
to the calling of the Holy Spirit.
25 The Eliza Corwin Frost Child Center,
Bronxville
26 The Community of the Holy Spirit
27 Grace Church, Nyack
28 St. Bartholomew’s Church, White
Plains
29 The Brotherhood of Saint Andrew

notices

November/December 2007

Clergy Changes
The Rev. Matthew Moretz from Curate, St. Paul’s, Yonkers to Curate, Christ’s Church,
Rye, effective September 16, 2007 The Rev. Donna Dambrot from Rector, St. James,
Langhorne, PA to Associate Director, Episcopal Charities, EDNY, effective October 8, 2007
The Rev. Elizabeth S. McWhorter from Rector, St. Patrick’s, Washington DC to Rector, St. Mary’s in Tuxedo Park, NY, effective December 1, 2007 The Rev. Alison Quin
from Associate, St. Nicholas, Darnestown MD to Rector, Christ the King, Stone Ridge,
NY, effective December 2, 2007 The Rev. M. Jonah Kendall from Rector, All Saints,
Harrison, NY to Rector, St. Philip’s, Durham, NC, effective December 25, 2007.

Obituaries
Dorothea Lowery Barlow, 76, of New
Canaan, died June 20 in her home in Cobblers Green. Mrs. Barlow was a lifelong
Episcopalian and was active in the Diocese
of New York, serving for a time as treasurer of the Episcopal Church Women of
the Diocese of New York and later elected
treasurer of the National Board of Episcopal
Church Women. Throughout life she was a
licensed lay read in the diocese and a lector
at both St. Peter’s Church, Port Chester, and
St. Francis Church, Stamford, Conn. Mrs.
Barlow was also director of the alter guild
for both parishes. She is survived by her husband of 54 years, Ronald Barlow, and their
four children and seven grandchildren.
Margaret Green Boeth died Oct. 1 in
New York City of lung cancer. She was born
in Cleveland, Miss., in 1935. She served
Episcopal Relief and Development faithfully
as a board member and continued to serve
as an advisor after her retirement from
the board. She joined ERD’s board under
the leadership of the late Bishop Robert G.
Tharp. She served as chair of the program
committee of the board as the organization
changed its methodology from reactive
grants in response to applications, to a
proactive, long-term and measurable re-

sponse to human suffering. She never failed
to raise the hard questions and to push
the organization to new levels of success.
Following Hurricane Katrina, Ms. Boeth
was instrumental in helping ERD shape its
response to the human tragedy presented
by the storm and its aftermath. She traveled
to Mississippi at ERD’s request to advise it
on creating programs to address the problems resulting from the disaster. She was
active in numerous capacities at All Angels’,
Manhattan. Funeral services were held in
New York and Mississippi. She was buried
in a family plot in Beulah, Miss.
The Rev. Davis Given passed away on
Oct. 10 from cancer. He was 87 years old.
Father Given was born in New York City
in 1919. He graduated from The General
Theological Seminary and was ordained
in 1949. He served the Mission Church of
the Good Shepherd in Fort Defiance, Ariz.,
until 1963. He became canonically resident
in New York in 1964, serving as assisting
priest at St. Luke’s in the Field until earlier
this year. He also was an assistant at Trinity
Church, Wall Street, from 1963-1972. And
he served a nursing home in Morningside
Heights for many years.
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Bishop’s Message

Mensaje del Obispo

to work together even when the differences
that attempt to separate us are important,
real and passionately held. It just might be
that this witness that our Church is making
is one that has the potential of contributing
significantly to the greater good, far beyond
the limitations of our own community. And
that might be worth a story.
Finally let it be said that nothing that
was done, declared or decided by this
House of Bishops in any way reduces or
inhibits this diocese’s embrace of the gay
and lesbian people in our midst. As I have
said before, and as I said directly to the
Archbishop: “We are they. I am happy to
work with you, but I cannot, we cannot,
abandon who we are.” As I wrote several
months ago, I will not in any way countenance any action that strikes at the heart of
my conviction that gay and lesbian people
are God’s beloved children. The love of
God as revealed in Jesus embraces each
and all of us.
I am convinced that the honesty and
faithfulness with which we have attempted
to witness God’s action in our common life
will bear life-giving fruit.

Partisanship”, detallando la terminación de
la Conferencia del Comité Congresional/
Congresional Conference Committee,
el foro que los miembros de la Cámara
y el Senado históricamente usaron para
discutir ampliamente sus diferencias antes
de que un anteproyecto se convierta en
ley. Bien sea que los Republicanos o los
Demócratas sean quienes fallen en su
diálogo, o Hamas y Fatah, o los Palestinos
y los Israelíes; los Sunnis y los Chiítas; el
desafío crucial de encontrar una manera
de trabajar juntos por el bien común sigue
siendo el mismo. Lo que es notable en la
Iglesia Episcopal y de esta reunión de la
Cámara de Obispos en particular es que a
pesar de que las diferencias que intentan
separarnos son importantes, reales y
mantenidas apasionadamente, nos pareció
estar encontrando una manera de trabajar
juntos. Pueda ser que este testimonio que
nuestra Iglesia está dando sea uno que tenga
el potencial de contribuir significativamente
a algo mejor, más allá de la limitación de
nuestra propia comunidad. Y esto podría
bien merecer una historia.
Finalmente digamos que nada de lo
que fue hecho, declarado o decidido por
la Cámara de Obispos de ninguna manera
disminuye o inhibe el acogimiento en esta
diócesis a las personas homosexuales que
hay entre nosotros. Como lo he dicho antes
y como le dije directamente al Arzobispo:
“Nosotros somos ellos. Me siento contento
de trabajar con usted pero yo no puedo,
nosotros no podemos dejar de lado lo que
nosotros somos”. Como escribí algunos
meses atrás yo de ningún modo voy a
permitir ninguna acción que afecte lo
fundamental de mi convicción, que las
personas homosexuales son hijos amados
de Dios. El amor de Dios tal como se nos
muestra en Jesús nos acoge a todos y cada
uno de nosotros.
Estoy convencido de que la honestidad
y la fidelidad con la cual hemos intentado
testimoniar la acción de Dios en nuestra
vida en común, dará fruto viviente.

Continued from page 3
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Classified Ads
Junior Visionaries, the young adult professionals organization of St. Philip’s Church
in Harlem, invites you to join us on our 3rd Annual “Winter Weekend Getaway” on
Feb. 15-17 at the Eisenhower Resort in Gettysburg, PA. This promises to be a fun-filled
getaway with activities for skiers AND non-skiers, four all-you-can-eat smorgasbords,
nightly live DJ and comedy show. Package includes: roundtrip motorcoach transportation,
2 nights hotel accommodations & 17-hour premium open bar. Price per person as follows:
$329 (double), $319 (triple) and $309 (quad). Children’s rates available too.
Contact Steinmann Dean at 646-322-2636 for more information.

The Rt. Rev. Mark S. Sisk
XV Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of New York

Executive Director | Columba Kavanagh House
Columba Kavanagh House (CKH) seeks visionary and strategic Executive Director who will lead the organization to
new levels of success. CKH has been providing permanent
housing and supportive social services since 1990 and is
comprised of three SRO facilities that provide permanent
supportive housing for homeless single adults who have
a history of substance abuse and/or mental illness and require social services for independent living.
The successful Executive Director will have proven leadership experience in a mission-driven values-based organization. This leader will provide vision, strategic direction,
increased visibility, and be able to expand on the current
sources of funding.

Viene de la página 3

		Que Dios los bendiga

Candidates should have an MBA with strong budgeting,
financial, and contracts management and at least ten years
senior management experience in low-income housing.
Columba Kavanagh House is an equal opportunity employer.
Interested candidates should send their resume, cover letters and salary requirements by December 31, 2007 to:
CKH Search Committee
c/o Katharine Harris
Support Center for Nonprofit Management
305 Seventh Ave, 11th Floor, New York NY 10001
kharris@supportcenteronline.org
or fax 212-924-9544

Want to place an ad in The Episcopal New Yorker?
As the official publication of the Episcopal Diocese of New York, The Episcopal New Yorker reaches more than 35,000 households representing every congregation in the
diocese. Reaching laypersons and clergy, this newspaper informs, inspires, teaches and promotes understanding among the diverse constituencies in the diocese.
Advertisements can be purchased
for a single edition or in groups at
a discounted rate.
To submit an ad or to receive more
information, contact the editor of
The Episcopal New Yorker at: address:
1047 Amsterdam Ave., New York, NY 10025
Tel: 212-932-7352
e-mail: eny@dioceseny.org.

Non-profit display rates (figure are per insertion)

For-profit display rates (figure are per insertion)

Ad size

1 ad

2 ads

Ad size

1 ad

2 ads

Full Page
½ Page (7” x 10” horiz., 5” x 14” vert.)
¼ Page (5” x 5”)
1/8 Page (5” x 2.5”)

$1250
$700
$400
$195

$1125/insert
$630/insert
$360/insert
$175/insert

Full Page
½ Page (7” x 10” horiz., 5” x 14” vert.)
¼ Page (5” x 5”)
1/8 Page (5” x 2.5”)

$2200
$1000
$485
$300

$2000/insert
$900/insert
$435/insert
$270/insert

Classified ads

$35

Add $150 to any above rate for ad with color. Sheet and envelope
insertions available. Digital ad creation available for an additional fee
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‘Twas the Night Before Christmas
Read by Wynton Marsalis
By Lynette Wilson

J

azz legend Wynton Marsalis leads a New York holiday tradition—the 96th annual reading of Clement Clarke Moore’s
‘Twas the Night Before Christmas at The Church of the Intercession on Sunday, Dec. 16 at 4 p.m.
Clement Clarke Moore, the author of the cherished Christmas
story, is buried in Trinity Cemetery across from the church. Following the reading, a lantern procession to his grave and a wreath
ceremony will take place, along with a reception.
This is one of the oldest, continuous community Christmas
observances in New York City. Two things happened in the early
part of the 20th century that created this tradition: The Church
of the Intercession, a freestanding parish for 60 years, became
a Chapel of Trinity Church. Around the same time, the grave of
Clement Clarke Moore, son of Benjamin Moore, the second Bishop
of New York, was moved from the Trinity churchyard downtown
to the uptown Trinity cemetery.
Marsalis has been described as the most outstanding jazz
musician and trumpeter of his generation, as one of the world’s
top classical trumpeters, as a big band leader in the tradition of
Duke Ellington, a brilliant composer, a devoted advocate for the
arts and a tireless and inspiring educator.
Past readers include Joyce Dinkins, Isaiah Thomas, disc
jockey G. Keith Alexander and Avery Brooks.
Wilson is editor of The Episcopal New Yorker.

The Church of the Intercession is located at 550 West
155th St. The Clement Clarke Moore celebration will begin
at 4:00 pm on Sunday, Dec. 16. Admission is free.

Emergency Shelter
Spirit of Beacon Day

St. Ann’s in the Bronx stepped in when
the city denied families shelter
By the Rev. Martha Overall

O

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church took part in the Spirit of Beacon Day celebration
on Sunday, Sept. 30. St. Luke’s Noah’s Ark Float won First Prize in the parade.
Photo courtesy of St. Luke’s.

n the night when the weather began
turning cold, the city of New York began denying emergency shelter to families
who lined up night after night to be bussed
somewhere to sleep until 6 a.m. Lawyers
from the Legal Aid Society asked St. Ann’s
Church to provide a place for the families
who were turned away to meet with lawyers and to stay. From that moment, the
people of St. Ann’s opened their doors and
their hearts to those rejected families. Volunteers, who had just finished feeding the
100 children in our after-school program
a hot dinner, stayed and prepared beef
stew, rice and hot chocolate for the cold
and hungry families.
The families were denied shelter because the city said that they had a “viable
housing alternative.” Once they had legal
representation, each family was able to
assemble the necessary evidence to prove
that what the city proposed was not a viable
alternative.
In the meantime, the members of St.
Ann’s, especially Warden Gloria Cruz,
had welcomed them into our community.
Several of the families continue to worship

with us on Sundays. One 11-year-old has
become part of our after-school and karate
programs. One set of parents is talking of
getting married at St. Ann’s. Vestry member Bernice King spoke for the congregation
when she said: “The homeless families
who stayed with us taught me a lot: they
taught me to be grateful for what I have.”
– The Rev. Martha Overall, bishop’s vicar
St. Ann’s.
Editor’s note: On Oct. 12, the city
of New York began denying emergency
shelter to families ruled ineligible. The city
denies people and families shelter when it
thinks they have a friend or relative with
whom they can stay. Previously, the city
had allowed families ruled ineligible to
be given shelter for one night if they reapplied after 5 p.m. The number of families
applying for emergency shelter increased
over the summer months; the city began
denying shelter to families in an effort to
curtail that increase.
Overall is vicar at St. Ann’s in the Bronx.
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East Meets West in Valley Cottage
By Nick Richardson

N

ot all East-West news is bad. At the
All Saints Episcopal Church in the
Rockland County village of Valley Cottage
two very different congregations—one
American and the other from the southern
Indian state of Kerala—have over the last
11 years embraced their cultural differences
and joined together for worship, work and
study.
The Rt. Rev. George Ninan, a native
of Kerala, formerly Bishop of the Church
of South India (CSI) and now vicar of Valley Cottage, was the moving force behind
the union. On Sunday, Nov. 4, the Rt. Rev.
Mark S. Sisk, Bishop of New York visited All
Saints, welcoming the CSI congregation to
All Saints and to The Episcopal Church.
“We had an Episcopal congregation at
All Saints of about 20,” says Bishop Ninan.
“and then I realized that this Church of
South India congregation of 92 was completely without pastoral care. At first the
CSI congregation rented space at All Saints.
Now they will share the church as separate
congregations, but if all goes well, sometime soon the two will merge.”
EC_Advent_Appeal_07_cetm

11/20/07

Before the ceremonial knocking on the door of All Saints, Bishop George Ninan, vicar of
All Saints; Bishop Mark S. Sisk; Bishop Prabhakara Rao, Church of South India. Photos
by Christine Donovan.

The Indian congregation—whose native language is Malayalam—first came to
Valley Cottage and to All Saints in 1994,
travelling from homes as far away as Yonkers and Queens. Since 1996 they have
continued services in Malayalam while also
joining with the All Saints congregation in
regular Bible study and in monthly joint
English-language worship and workdays.
9:58 AM

Members of the Church of South India singing in the choir

Bishop Ninan has other plans in the
works as well, centering on his proposed
All Saints Institute for Immigrant Concerns. “The idea that immigrants should
all conform 100 percent to mainstream
culture doesn’t work.” he says. “Anyway,
why throw all that great culture out, even
if you could? Immigrants have enormous
amounts to give to mainstream culture.”

Ninan adds that the next step toward a
complete merger of the congregations is to
really knit their members together into real
friendships. “Ninety percent of the CSI folk
have never been inside an American home,”
he says. “We have to change that and help
people be comfortable together.”
Richardson is communications officer for
the diocese.

Page 1

A Commitment to Caring: Bishop’s Advent Appeal 2007

In the past 12 months, 92 community-based programs funded by Episcopal Charities reached more than 200,000 individuals throughout our Diocese. Programs include:
Food Pantries & Soup Kitchens • Elder Care • HIV/AIDS • Domestic Violence Assistance • ESL/Literacy • Housing & Homelessness • Immigrant Services
Job Readiness • Prison Release & Family Support • After School/Saturday Curriculum • Youth Art, Drama & Music Workshops • Teen Mentoring
Summer Camps • Teen Parenting • Social Justice
Your contribution will make a difference — and a full 100% of it will go directly to grass-roots, community-driven programs to help those who need help most.
Episcopal Charities programs do amazing things with the money they receive. Here are some examples:
$50...........pays for a weekly brown-bag meal for someone for a year
$100........buys 25 blankets for the homeless
$150........funds a year of ESL classes & textbooks
$250........pays for parenting/life skills classes for a low-income teen parent
$500........funds 6 weeks of full-day summer camp in a nurturing, safe environment
To learn more about Episcopal Charities programs, please visit www.episcopalcharities-newyork.org

Please be as generous as you possibly can
Episcopal Charities Bishop’s Advent Appeal 2007

1047 Amsterdam Avenue New York, NY 10025 www.episcopalcharities-newyork.org
I’ll help Episcopal Charities meet the most pressing needs of the poor and vulnerable
of our community

$2000 $1000 $500 $250 $100

$75

$50

Other $_______

You can also make a secure, tax-deductible contribution on-line at the Episcopal Charities website:
www.episcopalcharities-newyork.org

Name _________________________________________________________________________________
(please print)

I have enclosed a check
I would like to charge my contribution to:
American Express

MasterCard

Visa

Card #____________________________________
Exp. Date __________________________________
Signature__________________________________
I have enclosed a matching gift form from my employer
Please send me information about how to include Episcopal
Charities in my will

Address ________________________________________________________________________________

Please add my email address to your file

City________________________________ State ______________ Zip ____________________________

Parish Affiliation (Optional – Please print)

Please make your check payable to Episcopal Charities of the Diocese of New York and return it along with this card in the envelope
provided. Your gift is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. Thank you.

Please indicate if you do not want your name and address
shared outside the organization
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Percentages of Transformation

Porcentajes de Transformación
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By the Rev. Johanna-Karen Johannson

I

the episcopal New yorker

n 2004, the pledges of Holy Trinity Church, Inwood, were $36,085. In
2005, pledges increased by 44 percent
to $56,202. Let me tell you how this happened.
On Sunday, Nov. 14, 2004, I announced that someone from the diocese
was going to come and preach on stewardship the next Sunday. November 21
arrived but the congregation didn’t. There
were approximately 13 parishioners in the
pews. Somewhat flummoxed, our senior
warden, Abigail Snow, and I moved to the
front of the nave and listened with growing
and then rapt attention as the Rev. Jerry
Keucher spoke. The mechanics of the gift
he gave us that morning were very simple.
Instead of pledging a weekly, monthly or
yearly amount, he suggested we choose
a percentage between 5 and 10 percent
(preferably one which would make each
of us just a little uncomfortable) and pay
that percentage FIRST on any money that
might come into our lives. I know of few
spiritual practices that simple; I know of few
spiritual practices which have as profound
an effect.
Those of us who were in church that
day got very excited. Why had no one told
us about this before? Looking back, I can
see that Spirit presented us with this practice not only when we were ready to hear it,
but also positioned to manifest it. My warden and I were so excited, we “buttonholed”
Jerry even before he’d had a post-liturgical
cup of coffee and pleaded with him to return and do his presentation all over again
on Pledge Sunday in December. Then those
of us who had heard Jerry preach began to
encourage absent parish members to “Come
and see.” (John 1: 43b)
Jerry returned. So did the congregation. Nearly half the congregation
committed to percentage giving for 2005.
Pledge Sunday one year later, our pledges
had increased by more than $20,000. (And,
in case you’re wondering, not only was the
amount pledged realized, we ended 2005
with $2,588 more than expected!)
There was anxiety among those who
had adopted this practice. To address that,
we formed a Percentage Club that met once
a month. We shared a meal and then got
“down and dirty” about how percentage
giving was working in each of our lives.
Imagine Episcopalians talking with one
another about money and laughing…a lot.
There were tears, too, of fear, but mostly
gratitude. That year (and in the years
since), I’ve been privileged to observe Spirit
transform lives. A man who had struggled
every month to pay the bills for him and his
wife, suddenly found he had been relieved
of the struggle. He was making the same
amount of money but not only was there
enough to meet all of his obligations, but
money leftover. Further, he’d had a shift
in his thinking. He was simply giving back
to God what God had given him. Here’s
another story. A freelance actress found as
long as she kept up her proportional giving,
the freelance work not only kept coming but
was almost more than she could manage.
When she slacked off on her commitment,
the work slacked off as well. I can hear
the skeptics and cynics out there crying,
“Coincidence!” “Serendipity!” But when
this woman told her story at the monthly

Por la Rev. Johanna Johannson

dinners, the place where we met was suffused with a sweetness which only Spirit
can bestow. “Then was our mouth filled
with laughter, and our tongue with shouts
of joy.” (Pslam 126:2)
My story? As an unmarried, part-time,
self-supporting priest, percentage giving
looked scary. But calculating backward,
I realized I was already pledging about 6
percent. So, for 2005, I chose 7 percent
(8 percent in 2006 and 9 percent in 2007)
and wrote that check first on all money that
came my way. By the way, you can write
that check on your gross (which saves you
from having to write a really BIG check
when your IRS Tax rebate comes in) or on
your net. What’s important is that you keep
to your percentage and write that check
before paying or spending anything else.
Now here’s where the “rubber hits the
road.” Spirit can pour out all of Her abundance on us but if we are either unwilling
(or unable) to receive it, there can be no
transformation of any depth. In order to
manifest (that is, to bring into the material
world) abundant lives, sacrifices may be
required. Possible scenarios: Is your 31
year-old son still living in your basement
apartment? You may have to push him out
of the nest for his sake and yours. Have you
been engaged to that guy for six years with
no wedding date in sight? You may have
to give back the ring, do the grieving and
embrace a different future. And here’s the
real “kicker”: you may have to give up financial “victim-hood” as a lifestyle. In short,
you might have to surrender being poor as
an identity. This spiritual practice is the ax
which bites deep into the root of the tree of
fear. (Matthew 3:10; Luke 3:9)
I received so much more from this practice than I expected. Both my physical and
mental health improved. Most days I live
with a heart full of gratitude. I have so much
more than 85 percent of the people on this
planet. I had to surrender some unhealthy
relationships, but it was worth it. Further,
my parish has grown and I don’t mean just
monetarily; though we do have money
when we need it. But more importantly,
this parish has grown fat: fat with humor,
generosity and tolerance. Instead of being
“a pillar” of the community, we’ve become
a sort of “pyramid” of the community. Our
foundations have broadened. We’re more
deeply rooted and resilient. Pillars tumble
down in the wind. Pyramids endure. And
as long as all the parishioners of Holy Trinity, Inwood, continue to percentage give
and are willing to endure the growth pangs
of God’s gracious abundance, this parish
will continue on this path.
One last thing: Don’t do this spiritual
practice for your church. Don’t do it for
God. Don’t do it for your wife, your boyfriend, your father, your boss or any other
person. If you choose to do it, do it for
yourself: Spiritual practices taken on for
others swiftly fall by the wayside. However,
if you can get a substantial percentage of
your parish to percentage give and your
priest, vestry and congregation can persist through whatever comes their way, I
believe your parish will grow. God bless
them, mine has.
Johannson is vicar of Holy Trinity, Inwood.
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n el 2004 las donaciones de la Iglesia
de la Santísima Trinidad/Holy Trinity,
Inwood, fueron de $36,085 dólares. En el
2005, las donaciones se incrementaron en 44%
a $56,2002. Déjenme decirles lo que pasó.
El domingo, 14 de noviembre del 2004,
anuncié que alguien de la diócesis iba a venir
el próximo domingo y predicaría sobre mayordomía. El 21 de noviembre llegó pero no
la congregación. En los bancos de la iglesia
había aproximadamente trece feligreses. Un
tanto perpleja, nuestro guardián mayor, Abigail
Snow, y yo nos movimos para el frente de la
nave y con creciente y embelesada atención
escuchamos hablar al Rev. Jerry Keucher. Las
técnicas del donar que él nos dio esa mañana
fueron muy sencillas. En lugar de donar semanal, mensual o anualmente una cantidad, el
sugirió que escogiésemos un porcentaje entre
5 y 10 por ciento (preferiblemente uno que
nos hiciese sentir un poco incómodos) y pagar
PRIMERO ese porcentaje con algún dinero
que recibiésemos. Conozco pocas prácticas
espirituales de tal simplicidad; se de pocas
prácticas espirituales que tengan un efecto tan
profundo.
Quienes estuvimos en la iglesia ese día
estábamos muy animados. ¿Por qué nadie nos
había hablado de esto antes? Al recordar, puedo
ver que el Espíritu nos presentó esta práctica no
solo cuando estábamos listos para escucharla
sino también dispuestos a comprenderla. Mi
guardián mayor y yo estábamos tan entusiasmadas que “acorralamos” a Jerry, incluso antes
de que tomase una tasa de café después de la
liturgia, y le rogamos que regresase e hiciese
una vez más su presentación en diciembre en el
Domingo de Donación/Pledge Sunday. Entonces quienes habíamos escuchado la predicación
de Jerry, empezamos a animar a los miembros
de la parroquia ausentes, a “Venir y ver” (Juan
1:43b).
Jerry volvió. Y también la congregación.
Cerca de la mitad de la congregación se comprometió con el porcentaje de donación para
el 2005. El Domingo de Donaciones, un año
después, nuestras donaciones se habían incrementado en más de $20,000 dólares. (Y en
caso de que se esté preguntando, no solamente
logramos la cantidad prometida sino que ¡terminamos el 2005 con $2,588 dólares más de
lo esperado!).
Hubo ansiedad entre quienes habían
acogido esta práctica. Para afrontar esto conformamos un Club del Porcentaje que se reunió
una vez al mes. Compartimos una comida y
luego “sin tapujos” hablamos sobre como estaba
trabajando en nuestras vidas el porcentaje de
donación. Imagínense, Episcopales riendo y
hablando mucho entre ellos sobre dinero…
Hubo también lágrimas, de temor, pero principalmente hubo gratitud. Ese año (y en los años
siguientes), he tenido el privilegio de observar
al Espíritu transformar vidas. Un hombre que
había luchado cada mes para pagar sus cuentas
y las de su esposa, repentinamente se dio cuenta
que había sido liberado de la lucha. El estaba
ganando la misma cantidad de dinero sin embargo no solo hubo suficiente para cumplir con
todas sus obligaciones sino que había dinero de
sobra. Mas aún, el había tenido un cambio en
su manera de pensar. El simplemente estaba
retornando a Dios lo que Dios le había dado a el.
Y hay otra historia. Una actriz independiente se
dio cuenta de que en la medida en que ella daba
su donación proporcional, el trabajo independiente no solamente continuaba llegándole sino
que era casi más de lo que ella podía manejar.
Cuando ella disminuía su compromiso, el
trabajo disminuía también. Puedo oír gritar a
los escépticos y cínicos “¡Coincidencia!” “¡Casualidad!” Pero cuando esta mujer nos contó su

historia en la cena mensual, el lugar donde nos
reunimos estaba lleno de una dulzura que solamente el Espíritu puede conceder. “Entonces
nuestra boca se llenó de risa y nuestra lengua
de alabanza”. (Salmo 126:2)
¿Mi historia? Para una clériga soltera, con
trabajo de medio tiempo y económicamente independiente, el porcentaje de donación parecía
tenebroso. Pero al recalcular me di cuenta que
ya estaba contribuyendo con cerca del 6 por
ciento. Entonces para el 2005, escogí el 7 por
ciento (8 por ciento para el 2006 y 9 por ciento
para el 2007) e hice ese primer cheque de todo
el dinero que me llegaba. A propósito, usted
puede hacer ese cheque de su ingreso bruto
(lo cual le salva de hacer un cheque realmente
GRANDE cuando su devolución fiscal del Servicio Interno de Impuestos/IRS llegue) o hacerlo
de su ingreso neto. Lo que importa es que mantenga su porcentaje y haga ese cheque antes de
pagar o gastarlo en alguna otra cosa.
Ahora viene la “prueba de fuego”. El
Espíritu puede verter sobre nosotros toda Su
abundancia pero si no estamos ni deseosos (ni
dispuestos) a recibirla, no puede haber una
transformación profunda. Para percibir (es
decir, para materializar) vidas abundantes, pueden requerirse sacrificios. Escenarios posibles:
¿Está su hijo de 31 años todavía viviendo en el
apartamento de su sótano? Usted podría por
el bien de los dos, presionarle para que salga
del nido. ¿Ha estado comprometida con ese
muchacho por más de seis años sin una fecha
de matrimonio a la vista? Usted podría devolver
el anillo, llorar la pena y adoptar un futuro diferente. Y aquí está el verdadero “truco”: puede
ser que tenga que abandonar el estilo de vida de
“victima” financiera. En fin, puede ser que usted
tenga que renunciar al ser pobre como una
identidad. Esta práctica espiritual es el hacha
que muerde profundamente en la raíz del árbol
del temor. (Mateo 3:10; Lucas 3:9)
Yo recibí de esta práctica mucho más de
lo que esperaba. Tanto mi salud mental como
física mejoraron. La mayoría del tiempo vivo
con el corazón lleno de gratitud. Tengo mucho
más del 85 por ciento de lo que la gente tiene
en este planeta. Tuve que renunciar a algunas
relaciones insanas pero valió la pena hacerlo.
Además, mi parroquia ha crecido y no quiero
decir precisamente monetariamente; aunque
tenemos dinero cuando lo necesitamos. Pero
lo que es más importante, esta parroquia se ha
robustecido: robustecido con humor, generosidad y tolerancia. En lugar de ser un “pilar” de la
comunidad nos hemos convertido en una clase
de pirámide de la comunidad. Nuestras bases
se han expandido. Estamos más profundamente
arraigados y fuertes. Los pilares se desploman
con el viento. Las pirámides permanecen. Y
mientras todos los feligreses de la Santísima
Trinidad/Holy Trinity, Inwood, continúen con
el porcentaje de donación y estén dispuestos a
aceptar las crecientes punzadas de la generosa
abundancia de Dios, esta parroquia continuará
en este sendero.
Una última cosa: no haga esta práctica
espiritual por su parroquia. No la haga por Dios.
No la haga por su esposa, su amigo, su padre,
su jefe o alguna otra persona. Si decide hacerla
hágalo por usted mismo: las prácticas espirituales que se hacen por otros, rápidamente se
dejan de lado. Sin embargo si usted logra una
importante participación de su parroquia en el
porcentaje de donación y su sacerdote, la junta
parroquial y la congregación pueden mantener
ese resultado; yo creo que su parroquia crecerá.
Que Dios les bendiga, la mía lo fue.
Johannson es la vicaria de Holy Trinity,
Inwood.
Traducido por: Lila Botero

